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Moral Obſervations and Inſiruflions. 


THOUGH few there be that care to be vir- 

1 tuous yet fewer there are that would not be 

counted ſo. 

Nothing but what is God's diſhonour, ſhould 

Direc- be our ſhame. | 1 | 

1 We muſt not walk by Example, but by Rule. 
They that drive away Time, {pur a free Horſe. 
As often as a Man lays out for God, he lays 

1%. up for himſelf. 

verena We have nothing that we can properly call 

eral i our own, but what we have reaſon to be aſhamed 

Wer O of. : | 

Wo" 75 We are never well informed of the Truth, till 


we are couformed to the Truth. 
B 


2 DEVOUT AND USEFUL SAYINGS 
A conceit of Knowledge, is the greateſt Enemy i 


norance. 


Souls.) 
ſooneſt ſubject to deſpair in Adverſity. 


demn thee. 


when he wounds another, he warns thee. 

It is as great a Mercy to be preſerved i in Health, 

as to be delivered from Sickneſs. - 

oe you mind nothing but the Body, you loſe 

Earth, you loſe Earth and Heaven too. 

A they, Who for every flight Infirmity take 

Phyſic to repair their Health, do rather impair it; 

ſo they, who tor every trifle are eager to vindi- 

cate their Character, do rather weaken it. 

Honeſty is the beſt Policy, and Innocence the 
beſt Wiſdom. 


rate, and the Wiſdom you have gained by ſad Ex- 
perience. 

Learn of Chriſt, Who was ſenſible of Injuries, 
yet patient under them. 

Be lively, but not light; ſolid, but not fad. 
Keep the body under, but the ſpirit up. 
EKeep ſuch company as God keeps. 

; What can you get by bad company ? If you 
are truly good, they will either taunt mo or de- 
_ ſpite you." 


to-Knowledge, and the greateſt Argument of 18 ; 


When God puniſhes another, he threatens thee; 


Sa 


We remember many Things we ſhould for- #1 
get, (as [njuries, Diſappointments, &c.) but for- pf 
get what we ſhould remember, (viz. God and our 
They that preſume moſt in Proſperity, are ; t 


Man may commend thee, but God may con- 7 1 
geri, 


2 vil-like. 


ody and Soul too. If you mind nothing but : 


Improve the Wit you have bought at a dear : 


Carry 


periors 


ſcendin 
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1 ON BIVERS SUBJECTS. 3 
it of 10. 7 Take heed of being infected with the breath 
of a profane heart. raw rate! 
11d for. Let the body wait upon the ſoul, and both 
but for- Wait upon God. | 
and our Speak not well of yourſelf, nor ill of others. 
Speak of people's virtues, conceal their Infirm- 
ty, are ties: If you can ſay no good, ſay no ill of them. 
WF To render good for evil, is God-like; to ren- 
ay con- der good far good, is Man-like; to render evil for 
1 evil, is Beaſt-like; to render evil for good is De- 
Carry yourſelf ſubmiſſively towards your ſu- 


Jealth, periors; friendly towards your Equals; conde- 
. _ Wſcendingly towards your Inferiors ; generouſly 
u loſe towards your Enemies; and lovingly towards 
18 but | all. EY 3 
Of Religion in general. | 
y take It ſignifies nothing to ſay we will not change 
air it; our Religion, if our Religion change not us. 
vindi- If a Man lives and dies a mere Profeffor, it 
| had been better for him if he had liv'd and dy'd 
de the 2 mere Heathen. e | 
The Duty of Religion flows from a Principle. 
dear i of Religion. 9k 
d Ex- lt is not talking, but walking with God, that 
gives a Man the Denomination of a Chriſtian: | 
Iries, Darkneſs may as well put on the Name of 
Light, as a wicked Man the Name of a chriftians \ 
1. It is our main Buſineſs in this World, to ſe- 
wy cure an Intereſt in the next. _ . 
A Deſire of Happineſs is natural, a Deſire of 
you Holineſs is ſupernatural. $$ 
de- If God hath done that good for us which he 
* hath denied to the World, we ovght to do that 
Ake Service for him which is denied kim by the 
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4 Dzvevr AND Us ETVIL Savines 
If we are willing, God will help us: if ſin- 
dere, God will accept us. "2 There 
A ſerious Remembrance of God, is the Foun- but ho- 
tain of Obedience to God. : not an 


If you forget God when you are young, God Fel It 18 
may forget you when you are old. from G 
When a chriſtian conſiders the goodneſs of The 
God's Ways, he wonders that all the World doch therefo 
nat walk in them. But when he conſiders the therefo 
Blindneſs, and Depravity, and Prejudice of the Do { 
Heart by Nature, he wonders that any ſhould PAY 
enter upon them. h | believe 
Make your calling ſure, and your Election mme 
is ſure. | | That 
Uneven walking, with a negle& of watching, * ſenſe 
makes a diſconſolate Soul. TWS 
Four things a chriſtian ſhould eſpecially la- like t! 
bour after, viz. to be humble and thankful, truſtin 


watchful and cheerful. Rel 


If we would not fall into things unlawful, we ſtood, 

SE muſt ſometimes deny ourſelves in thoſe that are man k 
7 " lawful. a Savil 
C | Salvation then draws near to man, when it is The 
his main care. it kno 

The ordinances of God are the means of fat. to ſpi 


vation; but the God of ordinances is the author & 


of ſalvation. ſpirit! 
Religion muſt be our buſineſs, then it will be uüghtf 
our delight. | | | If 

It will coſt ſomething to be religious, it will 1 

coſt more not to be ſo. 5 114 W 

A chriſtian's life is nothing elſe but @ ſhort we k 

trial of his graces. | On 
Lukewarmneſs is the beſt natural, but the ds 
worſt ſpiritual temper a man ean be in. —_ 


© There and 


E . 
20 fn b ON DIVERS SUBJECTS, _ 5 
here are few but are ſometimes in a ſerious fit; 
e Foun- but how few are in a ſcrious frame, who have 
4 not an abiding ſenſe of Gop upon their hearts? 
g, God It is a voluntary cannot that keeps the ſoul 
ny from Gov. 
Ineſs of The gate which leads to life is. a ſtrait gate, 
rid doch therefore we ſhould fear; it is an open gate, 
ders the therefore we ſhould hope. 
e of the Do the LorD's work in the LorpD's time; 
ſhould pray whilſt Cop hears ; hear whilſt Gop ſpeaks *. 
believe whilſt Gop promiſes; obey whilſt ET 
zlection commands. | 
| That man hath no ſenſe of mercy, that wants | 
tching, 2 fenſe of duty. : 
Two duties muſt run through a chriſtian's life, 
ally la- like the warp through the woot, bleſſing and 


ankful, truſting. 
Religion is much talked of, buſi little under- 


ful, we flood, till the conſcience be awakened: then a 
hat are man knows the worth of a ſoul and the want of. | 
a Saviour. 5 
n it is Then doth religion flouriſh in the ſoul, When 
it knows how to naturalize ſpiritual things, and 
of ſal. to ſpiritualize natural things. A 
author We may judge of our eternal ſtate by our: 
ſpiritual ſtate; and our ſpiritual ſtate by the de- 
vill be #:ghtful and cuſtomary actions of our lives. 
| If we expect to live with CHRIST in Heaven, 
t will we muſt live to him on earth. 
1 We may expect Gop's protection ſo long as. 
- ſhort | we keep within bounds. . 
| Our opportunities are (like our fouls) very. 
t the precious: butyt they are loſt they are irrer 
W ably loſt. + et 
Chere That preaching that is plain, pure, pow 


and practical, men are apt to diſlike. | 
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6 DEVOUT AND USEFUL SAYINGS 


Religion begins with a knowledge of a man's 


®Deſs by h 


ſelf, and is perfected with the knowledge of from dw 


Gop. © | 
This is a threefold myſtery ; a goſpel publiſh- 


ed in the midſt of an ungodly world; a little 
church preſerved in the midſt of devils; and, a 
little grace kept alive in the midſt of corruptions. 

The ſervice of God is the ſoul's work; and 


the favour of God is its reward. 


A man may be perfect in his obedience, and | 


yet impartial _ 

God never fails them that wait ſor him, nor 
forſakes them that work for him. 
It is a ſign of advanced grace when opinion. 
is {wallow'd up of religion. 


O0f CE ON. 


That there is a God, may be proved by con- 


ſidering the manner of propogation of mankind. 
by generation. Thus, 


(1.) There muſt have been one firſt man. ny 


This firſt man maſt have had fore maker. . 
This maker of him muſt himſelf be 8 
Therefore, (4.) There muſt have been eternally 
ſome unmade Being; and that is Gop. ä 
We may truly conceive of Gop, thoug't we 
We may have 
right Apprehenſions of him, though not an ex- 
act Comprehenſion of him. N 
Then our Conceptions of Gop's Attributes are 
carnal, when our high thoughts of one gives us 


low thoughts of another. 
His goodneſs makes his Majeſty amiable, and 


his Majeſty makes his goodneſs wonderful, His- 


love is not abated by his greatneſs, nor his great- 


- nefs 
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8 - ON DIVARAS SUBJECTS. _ Fs 


a man's Meſs by his love. His holinefs hinders him not 
edge of | From dwelling with the poor in ſpirit... 

7 Nothing is great enough for him to. admire, 
dubliſh- 5 meet is infinite Majeſty; nothing is mean enough 
a little gor him to deſpiſe, who is infinite mercy, 
and, a 4 | 1 — deals with his ſervants, not as a paſlion- 
ptions. gte maſter, but as a compaſſionate father. 


K; and What pleaſeth Gop' ſhould pleaſe us, becauſe 
it pleaſeth Gop. 
e, and . A fight of Gop begins a ſaint on earth, and. 
| } Wocrfcts him in Heaven. 
u, nor Soy takes notice of ever particular man as 
if there were none elle ; Ku yet takes notice of 


. Fall as if they were but one man. 

Gow repented that he made man, but never 
repented that he redeemed man. 

We cannot hve naturally without God, how 
then can we hve happily without him. ? 

We may know 'what Gop intends for us, hy 
what he hath wrought in us. 

They that have Gop for their God, hows angels 
for their guard. 

Many have loſt for Gop, bat none ever loſt by | 
Gop, If they have loſt in temporals, they have 
been eternal gainers, Matth. xix. 29, 

This is ayſure rule; Cod never takes any Thing 
W from his People, but he gives them ſomething better, 
in the ſtead of it. 


Ty GoD 18 a great GOD, and therefore we ſhould, 
are wait upon him; he is a good &0D, and there- 
un fore it is not in vain to wait upon him. 

a A man may be a worſhipper of the true 60D 
nd and yet not a true worſhipper of 60D. 
Hie K loweft reverence is due to the higheſt Ma- 
at- Je: Ye 


Fear 


— 


8 _- DEVOUT AND USEFUL SAYINGS 


Fear cop for his power, truſt him for his wiſ- f the ! 
dom, love him for his goodneſs, praiſe him for 11 1515 
his greatneſs, believe him for his faithfulneſs, Bo i lor hat 
and adore him for his holineſs. Wb "9 

All creatures are as nothing compared with i 9 
GOD, and abſolutely nothing without 60D. 9 ee 
Mmicates 1 

| Of the Fear of EDO; 7 them, $7 
They that fear cod leaſt have the greateſt rea- hems 


ſon to fear him. iN — 1 
A fear of departing from Gos, is a good means | 8 1 
to keep us from departing from him. by * a 
The more we fear God, the leſs we ſhall fear are e 
mEYs. 5 | 1% n Chrif 
They that will not fear God in proſperity, will "EO 
be afraid of him in adverſity. | ke 
| $8 | ſin be © 
Of the Preſence of G O D. 
Tf „ ſo good, what is 3 
his heavenly preſence ? Wo, N 
If God's being with us is ſo ſweet, what is it ws 
to be with God? | $$ 
There is joy in God's gracious preſence, but Werk c 
in his glorious preſence there is fulneſs of joy. 3 
There are pleaſures in approaching to God 3 
here, but at his right hand there are pleaſures for 5 Cha 
evermore. f OO 
The nearer we are to Chriſt, the nearer is God a ef 
to us. „ 
The preſence of God's glory is in Heaven, the 85 
3 of his power on earth, the preſence of 3 
is juſtice in hell, and the preſence of his grace If 
with his people.—If he deny us his powerful ati 
preſence we fall into nothing; if he deny us ſanct 
his gracious preſence we fall into ſin; if he deny 


ws bis merciful Preſence we fall into hell, 


5 | ON DIVFRS SUBJECTS ; 
- his wil. : Of the Love of G O D. 

him for If the love of God ſet us on work, the God 
1fulneſs, pf love will pay us our wages. 

8 We hated cod without a cauſe, and he loved 
ed with us W ithout a cauſe. | 
D. Love begets love, *Tis a flame that commu- 
| icates itſelf. They that have much forgiven 
them, much done r them, much laid out for 
eſt rea. them, and much laid up for them, will love 
* much. 

means Our love to cod is the reflection of his love 
to us; 1 John iv. 19. We love him becauſe hs firſt 


ll fear i {oved us. 

_ of . * 3 
Chriſt made himſelf like to us, that he might 
make us like to himſelf. 

Chriſt muſt needs have died, how elſe could 
an be expiated, the law fatisfied, the devil con- 
quered, and man be ſaved ? 

They that deny thenvſelves for Chriſt, ſhell 


9 


hat is 


t is it enjoy themſelves in Chriſt. 

Men had rather hear of Chriſt cated for 
but them, than be crucified for Chrift. 
»y. | If Chriſt denied innocent nature out of love to 
God us, ſhall not we deny corrupt nature out of love 
8 for th to him. 


Chhriſt by his death appeared: to be the ſon of 
God: man, by his reſurrection he appeared to be the 


ſon of Cd. 
the Chriſt was the great promiſe of the Old Teſt- 
e of ament, the ſpirit is the rent promiſe of the New. 
ace Chriſt's ſtrength is the chriſtian's ſtrength. '*® 
rful- If we would ftand, Chriſt muſt be our foun- 
Vs dation; if we would be ſafe, Chaift muſt be our 


Ay ſenctuary. | 15 


PF 


10 DIVOUT AND USEFUL SAxvixes 


In regard of naturab life, we live in cod; in 
regard of fpiritual life, Chriſt lives in us. 

He that thinks' he hath no need of Chriſt, 
| hath too high thoughts of himſelf; he that 
thinks Chriſt cannot F. him, hath too low 
thoughts of Chriſt. 

Preſumption abuſes Chriſt, deſpair refuſes him. 

- Chriſt ſatisfied od to the utter moſt, and there- 
ſore can ſave ſinners to the uttermoſt. 

The blood of Chriſt, Which ſatisfied the jul. 
.tice of cod, may ſatisfy the conſcience of an 
awakened finner. 

If fin was better known, Chriſt would be bet 
ter thought of. 

If fin doth not taſte bitter, Chriſt cannot taſte 
ſweet. 

When fin is hell, Chriſt i is heaven. 

There is no paſſage from fin to holineſs, till 
we are paſted from ſin to Chriſt. 

Chriſt may have an intereſt in us, though we 
may not be able to ſee our intereſt in him. 

hriſt hath entreated cod to be reconciled to 
us, and now he entreats us to be reconciled to 
e od. 

God will give us nothing fa our ids, but 
he will deny us nothing for Chrift's ſake. 

None are ſo low as Chriſt was, none ſo lowly 
none ſo loving. 


3 We may know what Chriſt hath done for us, 
= by what ke hath done in us. | 


8 Creatures die that our bodies may live. Chriſt 
died that our ſouls may live. 


Our Judge inſtead of condemning us, ſtept 


3 | from the bench and died for us. | 
Chriſt is to be a belicyer's judge, and if he 
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was to chuſe his judge he could not chuſe a bet- 
ter friend. : | Bu 
As cod glorifies Chriſt in Heaven, fo the ſpi- 
rit glorifies him on Earth, in the hearts of be- 

Bevers | | 
A believer's comfort in living is to live to 


Chriſt; and in- dying it is that he ſhall go to 


hriſt. | 1 
The blood of Chriſt upon the heart is the great- 
ſt bleſſing, upon the head is the greateſt curſe. 


It matters not who are our accuſers, if Chriſt 
be our advocate. > WF 

Chriſt's Blood © Ranſom, 

Chriſts Spirit | Comforter, 


Chriſts Supper | Feaſt, 


Chriſt's Word [ is the'Soul's 4 Food, 
Tie Lord's Day) © | Market Day, 


A chriſtian may triumph in the death of Chriſt ! 
«© O Death! where is thy ſting? O grave! where. 
is thy victory? O hell! where is ny terror? O 
world! where is thy malice? O fin! where is 
cuſers.“ 


o riches like the graces of Chriſt; no learning 


like the ſervants of Chriſt. | 


| Why ſtrength? O my ſoul! where are thine ac» 
There is no honour like a relation to Chriſt = 
like the knowledge of Chriſt; and no perſons: 


Chriſt executes the office of a prophet in our 
calling; of a prieſt in our juſtification, and fa 
king in our ſanctification.— Let us then hear him 
as our prophet; rely on him as our prieſt; and 
obey him as our king. —Think not the worſe of 
him for his manger or his croſs, As he ceaſeth not 

wy — | to 


9 
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12 ' DEVOUT AND USEPUL SAYINGS | 
to be man in his higheſt eſtate, ſo he was cod in 


his loweſt; His words were oricles, and his works 


miracles. His life was a pattern; his death a 
ſacrifice, his reſurrection glorious ; his aſcenſion 
triumphant ; his interceſſion prevalent : and his 
coming again will be magnificient. AU the an- 
gels in heaven adore him; all the devils in hell 
fear him, and all the ſons and daughters of 
Adam muſt ſtand before him. } 
' Own Chriſt's perſon, love his name, embrace 


his doctrine, obey his commands, and ſubmit} 


to his croſs. His perſon is lovely, his name is 
ſweet, his doctrines are comfortable, his com- 
mands are rational, and his croſs honourable, 
— The very angels admire him, and ſhall no we? 

A depraved underſtanding will not yield that 
the creature is fo bad, and that Chriſt is ſo good! 

O! did we but know ourſelves, and our Sa- 
viour! We are poor, but he is rich; we arc 
dead, but he is life, we are ſin, but he is right» 
eouſneſs; we are guiltineſs, but he 1s grace; we 
are miſery, but he is mercy; we are loſt, but 
he is falvation :—If we are willing, he never 


was otherwiſe—He ever lives, ever loves, ever i 
pities, ever pleads. He loves and ſaves t6 the 


uttermoſt, all that come unto him. 


A pathetical Invitation to Sinners to come to Chriſt, 

Have you fins, or have you none? If you 
have, whither ſhould you go, but to the Lamb 
of cod, which taketh away the fins of the world? 
Have you ſouls, or have you none? If you have 
whither ſhould you go but to the Saviour of 


ſouls ? Is there a life to come, or is there not? 
If there is, whither ſhould you go but to 3 
; . wo 


who. onl 
there a v 
is, whit! 
can deliv 
he nat re 
he hand 
hide hin 
is merc. 
and of 
o be tak 
or thy f 
rmities 
ome—1 
give You 
Tome, 
0 will 0 
aye you. 
ind go 
omethin 
dut What 
et not . 
ome a: 
ome na 
ome, d 
re open 
hee.---I 
iſe, 


L 
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cod in who only hath the words of eternal life? Is 
s works there a wrath to come, or is there not ?—lIf there 
death alis, whither ſhould you go but to him who only 
ſcenſion can deliver from the wrath to come D— And will 
0 hihe nat receive you ?—lIf he yielded himſelf into 
| the an- gthe hands of them that ſought his life, will he 
in hellhhide himſelf from the hearts of them that ſeek 
iters offi mercy ? If he was willing to be taken by the 
Hand of violence, is he not much more, willin 
o be taken by the hands of-faith ? He that die 
or thy fins, will he caſt thee off for thine In: 
firmities? O come, come, come II charge you 
ome— l beſeech you come — come and he will 
give you life. Come and he'll give you reſt. 


embrace 

ſubmit 
name is 
is com- 
durable. 


no we ? ome, and he will receive you. Knock and 
eld that We will open to you. Look to him and he will 
? Jonny aye you. Did ever any come to him for a cure, 
our Sa- 


ind go away without it? — Thou wouldeſt fin 
we are 


$ rights 
ce; we 
Nt, but 
> never 
s, ever il 


; t6 the | 


omething in thyſelf, but thou findeſt nothing— 
dut what thou haſt reaſon to be aſhamed' of? Pat 
et not that hinder, but further thy coming.— 
ome as 'thou art; come poor, come needy, 
ome naked, come empty, come wretched, only 
ome, dnly believe; his 3 is free, his arms 
re open, 'tis his joy and his crown to receive 


: iſe. | | 
CR | Of the Love of CHRIST. 


1 Nothing grieves Chriſt more than to have his 
e d oe ſighted : nothing pleaſeth him more than 
u have have it accepted. | 


The love of Chriſt is ſtronger than death, , 
Iweeter than life, and better than wine. 

Every new ſenſe: of Chriſt's love, adds new 
egrecs to ours. | 


bur of. 
> not ? 
> him, 


who "The" 


hee. If thou art willing, he never was other- —_— 
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| Put b 
The love of Chriſt hath a height without a top, I 


its dom 


a depth without a bottom, a length without an A goc 
end, and a breadth without a limit. Eph. iii. 28, uption 
auꝰemnin 
Chriſt's ſorrows, griefs, and ſufferings, can be than hir 
paralleled with N but his love. = Achi 
| ſuffer fc 
Of Saints, or true Believers. Wy him. 
Gad hath no ſons that are unlike himſelf. The 11 
Believers are children of the ſame father, mem. makes h 
bers of the ſame ſon, and habitations of the ſame{Whultiticat 
- « ſpifit, fellow- citizens, fellow- ſervants, fellow. When 
ſoldiers, fellow-travellers, and fellow-heirs, e is nee 
None are ſo eaſily acquainted, ſo, clofe knit A tru« 
together, and ſo much endeared to one another but God 
as real Chriſtians. . He is 
One true Chriſtian differs from 8 with. deſires t 
- out breach of charity, as friends love one another ling to f 
- thaugh, in different garbs. If, the 
It is not ſo conſiderable in a Chriſtian, bz Vas beſt 
his judgment 18, as What his temper is. id that 
Heart- work. is better than head-work ; and A Ch 
it is a hetter temper to be fervent in charity ork to 
than in diſputes. Pay wor! 
Better be a melancholy faint; than a mad ll im for | 
ner. A. tru 
If good men are ſad, it is not becauſe-they art Mike a fan 
good, but becauſe they are not better. All e 
Whom God chufes, the world refuſes. hereby 
God's gold is the world's droſs. They oifholy ; hi 
whom the world. is not worthy, are counted not n regarc 
worthy to live in the world: conſcien 
If behevers are condemned by the world, leWnen 
them remember that they ſhall not be condemn. A goc 


d with-the world. Sin ay live-in a believer} 


but 
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| 


iat a believer cannot hve in fin. It may loſe 
ut a top, 


its dommion, though not leave its habitation, 
hout an A good man is ſo far acquainted with the cor- 
111. 26,8 pruption of his own heart, that, inſtead of con- 
I emning others, he is apt to account them better 
than himſelf. 

A child of God had rather ten thouſand 1 
ſuffer for Chriſt, than that Chriſt ſhould ſuſfer 
by him. 


can be 


f. 


The imperfections of a believer's ſanctification, 
„ mem. makes him continually depend on Chriſt for his 
he ſame huſtification. 
fellow. When a child of God thinks he can go alone, 
eirs. e is neareſt falling. 
ofe knit A true Chriſtian may be weary in ſerving God, 
another ut God is never weary of ſerving him. 

He is neither afraid of dying nor living; be 
er with deſires to go to Heaven to fee Chriſt, yet is wil- 
another ling to ſtay upon earth to ſerve Chriſt. 

W 7. the children of God did but know what 
n, What as deſt for them, they would perceive that God 
id that which is beſt for them. 
K; and. 4 Chriſtian ſhall be here as long as he hath any 
cbarüg ork to do for Chriſt, or as long as Chriſt hath 
ay work to accompliſh in him: Chrit will fit 
nad fol im for himſelf, and then take him to himſelf, 
; A true Christian liyes lixe a . and begs 
they art like a ſinner. 1 
All God's children have edn God's ſpirit, 
hereby they are mede humble, believing antl 
hey oi oly ; humble in regard of their fins; believing 
ited not in regard of Chriſt, and holy in regard of their 
conſeience and care to keep all God's command- 
orld, le men | 
e A good deat 2. the Mobi of God's people 
believe, 


but 
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his conſtant nature. 


come and will not e ; tis but a little hill 1 


iquities ſhall be everlaſtingly ſeperated from you; 
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ariſeth from a miſtake and miſaprehenſion of 


God: they judge of God by their ſenſe, not by 


his promiſe; by their own frame, and not by 


As ſaints have groanings unutterable, ſo my 
have joys unutterable. 
A Chriſtian is what he is between God and 
Ins own foul. 
All ſaints have had their doubtings. David, 64 
me not of in mine old age. Pſal. Ixxi. 9. Aſaph. wel 


the Lord caſt off for ever ? and will he be favourabl 


no more? Plal. Ixxvii. 7. Peter, Lord, is it J 
Matt. xxvi. 22. And Paul, leſt 7 ſhonld be a caſt. 
away, 1 Cor. xi. 27. 

But behevers, remember, there may be true 
grace, where there is no comfort. 

Believe firmly, hope joyfully, love fervently, 
pray earneſtly, walk humbly, work diligently 
and wait quietly ; ; and all this will be graciouſly 
conſidered. 


* 
VS 4 
. 


and your warfare is accompliſhed, and your in| 


your hn and ſorrows, tears and fears, fled and 
gone, gone for ever; and you meet with an um 
ſpeakable reward, 


| 7 Sinners, 

Are not they miſerable, who, if they had thel 
wiſh, could not be happy ? _ 

They that will not hear Chrig lay, come 70 me 


in 


in a d. 


me, in 


If v 
leſs he 
Sint 
The 
than t 
If a 


he 
reaſon 
theref 
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the 


46; wW 
| harde! 
morre 


to day 


to- mo 
If 3 
abled 


: ſhoulc 


canno 
Dot 
ready 
IF) 
that y 
Let 


. comfc 


| Go 
mercy 
thou | 
har? 


Sin 


be n« 


walk 


nſion of 


„ not by 


1 not by 
fo they 
od a6 


avid, cafif 
aph. will 
, } 
auvourabl 
1s 1t ]! 
he a caſt. 


be true 


rvently, 
ligently, 
actouſly 


faſt thai 
11 pray 
obtain 
nes wi 


e which 


Our ing 
m you, 
led and 


| 11 un: 


id thei 


e to Me, 
in 


| harden them to- 
morrow. If you will not ſet about repentance 


to day, God may juſtly deny you his aſſiſtance 
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in a day of grace, ſhall hear him ſay, depart from 


me, in a day of judgment. 


If we are graceleſs here, we ſhall be ſpeech- 
leſs hereafter. AN | 

Sinners are 25 driven, then drawn te God. 

The converſion of a ſinner is a greater wonder 
than the creation of the world. 5 

If a ſinner's thoughts be not changed by grace, 


they will be changed hereafter by experience. 


hey that are leaſt ſerious, have the greateſt 
reaſon to be ſo; their condition is awful, and 
therefore their diſpoſition ought to beſo, . 
Hatred is due to fin, compaſſion to the finner. 
Sinners, if you will not hear God call to-day, 
15 will harden Jour hearts to-day : and, if you 
ay, God may harden them to- 


to-morrow. 1 1 
If you will not do that which God hath en- 
abled you to do, how can you look that he 


ſhould do that for you which, of yourſelves, you 
cannot do? 


Don't think to begin to live, when thou art 
ready to die, 25 

If you would not go to hell, you muſt know 
that you have deſerved it. | 

Let not your hearts flatter you, nor the world 


comfort you, when God threatens you. 


| God tells you, if you repent, you ſhall find 
mercy; and will you not believe him? Becauſe 
thou Þaſt been a ſinner, wilt thou make God a 


har? 


Sinners, you mf be changed, if your hearts 
be not changed for the better, your condition 


will be changed for the worte. The 


er than 


— 


for his 


ok it. 
riſtian, 


ell for 
that is 


des the 


Ou art 


till he 
dead 


), but 
lan in 


if we 
e and 
my to 
Jews 


-* « FS 


t live 


Chriſt 


Ming got by fin, nor loſt by 
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Chriſt died that our fins might die, and our 


ſouls live. | 

All our fins ſhall not henna between God and 
our ſouls, if unbelief doth not ſeparate between 
Chriſt and our ſouls. 

There is no ſin but what may be traced up” to 
unbelief. 

He that glories in his ſin, glories in his ſhame. 

We ſhould be aſhamed of lin, but not aſhamed 
o take ſhame for ſin. 

Get this principle in * hearts; there is no- 

oline ſe. 

By ſuffering we may avoid ſinning, but by 
inning we cannot avoid ſuffering. 

One that truly fears God, is afraid of fin; he 


ſces more. evil in it than in all the evil in the 


'orld, - 

If we be not 83 for ſin, we derogate 
rom the majeſty of God; if we deſpair under it, 

e derogate from his mercy. 

One that is ſincere hates ſin in himſelf, and 
aments it in others. 

Our hatred of ſin muſt — irreconcilable; and 
dur endeavours againſt it perpetual. 

The fins of the wicked anger Chriſt, the ſins 

his people grieve him. 

Want of ſorrow for ſin, more argues want of 
ove to Chriſt, than the fin itſelf. 

Sin is a believers. burden and. wound, but 

hriſt is his cure and comfort. 

Sin is the ſickneſs of the ſoul, and Chriſt the 
only phyſician, that can cure it of the leproſy of * 
profaneneſs, the fever of concupiſcence, the drop- 
y of covetouſneſs, the tympany of pride, the 

thargy of lukewarmneſs, the phrenzy of paſ- 
ion, and the — of unbelief. 
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Hatred is heart-murder ; luſt is heart-adultery;] 
and covetouſneſs heart-ſtealing. ö 


| then you 
How tender is our fleſh ? how hard our hearts? 


; againſt 5 


1. e. How much more ſenſible are we. of ſufferin If ds 
than ſin? | RE, believe: 
We ſhould fear to think, that before God” epent. 
which we are afraid to do before man; for G0 If we 
_ -knows our hearts better than any man knows of have 
faces. | | : Nieto repen 
Vain thoughts are fin's advocates, and Christ If we 
adverſaries. * „ better t! 
God is ſo holy, that he would not ſuffer ſud ourſelve; 
an evil as fin ; bat that he is fo wiſe, that he ca; Godly 
bring good out of it. : ing of t. 
4 778 ö | ; of a mo 
Of. REPENTANCE. Earp 
Repentance begins in the humiliation of .. pag 
heart, and ends in the reformation of the life. W « iniquit 
Though we want power to repent; yet we d. ge g 
not want means to repent, nor power to uſe the cc - oh 53 
means. FLA 9 = ..:- 985 
He that repents of fin, as fin, doth implicith . 1 
repent of all fin. ui þ | 1 eee. 
Let not ſinful pleafures prevent godly ſorro = .. — 
An humble confeſſion of ſin brings ſhame i, - my J « 
. ourſelves, but glory to Gd. . une 
Vou cannot repent too ſoon. There is no di = 85 
like to-day. Yeſterday is gone, to-morrow to 5 
God 8s, not your own. And, think how fad the * 
will be to have your evidences to ſcek, wh 4 
your cauſe is to be tried; to have your oil to bu 
when you 2 have it to burn! R 1 
Let the hopes of mercy encourage | GUY 
erciſe of ons 7. DUNE OP the < os, { 
Torn to God, and he will tur to peu; ; { 
88 a : 22 1 £0. you; , Chriſt fe 


PERS a 
: is offere 


58 5 | : 
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dultery then you are happy, though all the world turn 
r hearts ⸗gainſt you. hs | 
| | If we think amiſs of Chriſt, we ſhall never | 


len believe : if we think well of fin; we {hall never l 
repent. 

Pay If we put off our repentance to mother ay, 

we have a day more to repent of, 4 a uy leſs 

co repent in. 

| Chris If we ſtudy to honour God, we cannot do it 
better than by confeſling our fins, and laying 

fer lud ourſelves low at the feet of Chriſt. 

| Godly ſorrow 1s the ſorrow of love; the mele- 


NOwWs o 


* ing of the heart; love is the pain and pleaſure | | 
of a mourning heart. 
The Evangelical penitent loves 300 grieves. 
FT © Alas, (ſaith he) that I, who am as high as hea- 


1 even in privilege, ſhould be as deep as hell in 
ie life. . jniquity! Inſtead of repenting, I have run 
et we d, „ farther on ſcore l of honouring God, 
ule thel have diſhonoured him! Iaſtead of pleaſing 
© him, I have provoked him! Inſtead of fol- 
* lowing him, I have forſaken him! — O what 
© bowels have I grieved! How: can I fin againſt 
* my Jeſus! Shall I deny and crucify my Sa- 
© viour! He was crucified for me, and ſhall he 
„be crucified by me! Shall I wound his heart 
and pierce his fide again, and give him cauſe 
* to ſay. Theſe are the wounds I received in 
the houſe of my friends. 27 | 


of FAITH. 


Reliance is the eſſence of faith, Chriſt is the 
object, the word is the food, and obedience the 
proof: ſo that true faith is a depending upon 
Chriſt for ſalvation in a way of obedience, as he 
1s offered in the word. The | 


aplicithy 


ſorrow 
ſhame i 
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The true tears of repentance flow from the 


eye of faith. It is the 
Though faith be neceſſary to our juſtification ore the m 
good works are neceſſary to our ſalvation. God ha 


We muſt derive our works from faith, and de. 
monſtrate our faith by our works. 

God is often pleaſed to embitter a life of ſenſe 
that he may endear the life of faith. 

A ſteadfaſt faith begets a conſtant peace. 

The more faith, the more humility. | 

Keep good principles, and they will keep you. 


in, than] 
It men 
ould be 
They th 
K 4 
An hut 
Ipirit. 


Men wauld firit fee, and then believe; but Judge 
they, muſt firſt believe, and then fee. nd thou 
As helievers live upon Chriſt, by faith, fo harity. 
they live to him by obedience. To hun 

Juſtifying faith is always attended with un Believe 
verſal eee | ind becau 

There is a diffcrence hetween contending for When' 
the faith, and babbling for a fancy. lame leſs 

Aſſurance ſets the notion of faith too high, af. f ſinners 
ſent too low. one but 

There is as much difference 8 ſaith and] If Chi 
aTurance, as there is between the root and the ture, we 
fruit. ame. 

There may de joy without faith, and there Neithe 
may be faith without joy. ations of 
Human faith is founded upon brobability, ail imſelf h 
vine faith upon certaint It is u 

If the exerciſe of faith be the care of your | hriſt's 
fouls, the end of 8 faith will be the ſalyation 8 Deſpa 
of your ſouls . counterk 


1 A harden 


V U NI LIT. 


4 - 
3> _ . 


To be low is the fafeſt and compli poſture 
1. Our 8 


for ſinful creatures. 


23 

It is the creature's honour to abaſe himſelf be- 
ore the moſt high God. 

God had rather ſee his children humble for 

in, than proud of grace. 

It men did but know themſelvns more, they 

ould be more humble. 

They that are humble, are content and thank- 


| ON "DIVERS SUBJECTS. 
rom the 


MN. 


and des 
vg ſenſe, 


ec ul; ; 

An humble ſpirit is a Charitable and quiet 

ep you pirit. 

e; but - Judge thyſelf with a judgment of fincerity, 

* thou wilt judge rn with a judgment of 

ith, ſe rharity. 

Sl To humble ourſelves, is the only way to riſe. 

th uni- Believers muſt be humble for” fin pardoned, 

f ind becauſe it is- pardaned. | 

ing for When Paul was a Phariſee, he thought he was 

| lameleſs; when he was a Chriſtian, the chief 

gh, af. f finners : before any thing but Chriſt; now 

one but Chriſt. 

ith and WF If chriſt hambled himſelf to honour our na- 

nd the ure, we ſhould humble ourſelves to honour his 
ame. 

chere Neither all the devils in hell, nor all the temp⸗ 

1] 3 ations of the world can hurt that man that keeps 
ty, dr] imſelf humble and depending on Chriſt. 

It is no humihation to aggravate fin above 
| your ¶Chriſt's s ſaving power, 
vation Deſpair is a corruption of bumnitidtion; His a 
counterfeit. humility, a fullen pride, à covert of 
a hardened ſpirit. 

F That: is true humiliation, which (like a har- 
ofture binger) makes way for Chriſt, and throws the 
(oul at his feet. 

I: Our Saviour was a preacher and pattern of "i 


mility: 


* 


4 
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mility : he did ſo admire it, that he ſet them 
in the higheſt form, that had the loweſt hearts. 
None ſo high and glorious as Chriſt, yet nane 
ſo meek and lowly. - 1 


© Of, CONTENTMENT. 

. Humility is the mother of contentment. 

The deeper your ſelf-abhorrence, the eaſier is 
0 ¶AZ , w 

They that deſerve nothing, ſhould be content 
wihazy things 3G oo ̃ ͤ 
+., Bleſs God for what you have, and truſt God 
for what you want. | | Ds, 
Wie a muſt commit our ſouls to God's keeping, 
and ſubmit ourſelves to God's diſpoſing. 


We ſhould obey his revealed will, and then 


be reſigned to his providential will. 
If we cannot bring our condition to our mind, 


we muſt labour to bring our mind to our condi-· 


tion. 


_ Neither contentment nor diſcontentment, ariſe | 
from the. outward condition, but from the in- 


ward diſpoſition. TR 
If a man is not content in that ſtate he is in, 
he will not be content in any ſtate he would be 


in. | 
of Of PRIDE. 
To be ſure a man is proud of that which he 
ſcorns another for the want of. 6% 
That which a man envies in another, he would 
be proud of, if he had it himſelf, 
Pride is founded on error and ſelf-ignorance. 
Some are proud of what they are, others of 


what they are not. 2466-4 | 
There is a ſullen pride, in not acknowledging 
Es A man 


benefits. 


A man 
irit. 
There 


nd lowl 


God h: 


han hve 


ON irn 8UBJRG76. ' 28 


IP 

ſet then A man may be poor in purſe, yet proud in 

4 here may be pride 1 in rags, in a ſolemn look 

5 nd lowly carriage. 

God had rather his-people ſhould fare poorly, 

han live proudly, 

: How canſt thou be judge of another's heart, 

* bo 1 hat doſt not know thine own? 8 

n As the firſt ſtep heaven ward 1s humility, ſo 

the firſt Rep hellward is pride. 

"ROT Pride counts the goſpel fooliſhneſs, but the 

; oſpel always ſhews pride to be ſo. 

uſt Co p, Pride 18 + fin that will riſe out of the aſhes of 

WR other ſins. 

| P ng Folly is the beginning of pride, and ſhame 

nd then all be the end of it; either penitent ſhame, or 

en IF penal ſhame ; either temporal nn or 
ind | eternal puniſhment. 8 

« ona: . Shall the ſinner be proud that is going to Bell 7 

* condi I Spall the faint be proud that is new iy ſaved from 

rie it? 

0 1e Thou chat canſt call nothing thine own but ſin 
© and ſhame, art thou proud? Duſt and aſhes, 

: 15 4 proud? A worm, and proud? Emptineſs, and 

: } 


Y proud? Periſhing, and proud? 
n It is unreaſonable for the creature to be proud, 
much more the ſinner. 


ich he 3 
6% e 
would An hypocrite is one that neither is what he 
ſeems, nor ſeems what he is. 

Hn hypocrite is the picture of a ſaint; but his 
paint ſhall be waſhed off, and he ſhall 1 in 
his own colours. 

8 D God 


ers of 


aging 
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God is good in earneſt with us, we ought ther ; 
Fore to be ſo with him. 1 


An hypocrite is hated of the world for ſeen ; 
ing a Chriſtian, and hated of God for not bein The ſoſt 
one. zeart of m. 

Of IDL EVE SS. An hard 

8  Wrokcn ne: 

| Idleneſs is the mother of many wanton child MW 1: is bet 
ren. ä 1 enſured, 

They that do nothing, are in the ready wa ercd. 
to do that Which is worſe than nothing. We mu 

If we hide our talent in the earth, we ſhal e ſhall f. 
loſe our treaſure in heaven. | A wor. 

8 Chriſtian ſhould never ſay, he hath nothinz ouch frol 
to do. | 

„It was not for nothing, that we. were called 

out of nothing. | The n 
4 . = Uſlolute, 
Of the $ U. The 8 
It matters not what a man loſes, if he ſave his che grace 
ſoul; but, if he loſe his ſoul, it matters not Mot God 
what he ſaves. I a 1 What 
They that are leaſt ſenſible of their ſoul's What he 
wants, are moſt miſerable. | vw hat ic 
Tis our greateſt wiſdom to be tenderly watch. Allg 
ful over the frame of our ſpirits; to 'obſerve 2e all "n 
what helps it, and what injures it. . The! 
If you loſe your time, you loſe your hopes; his Son 
and if you loſe your hopes, you loſe your ſouls; wards t 
and when your ſouls are loſt, they ſhall never God 
be ranſomed ; when your hopes are loſt, they Saul 
all never be recovered; and when your time Chriſt 
is loſt, it ſhell never be redeemed. Elles 
the 50 
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Of the Heart and Conſcience, 

The ſoſt mercies of God will break the hard 
cart of man. 

An hard heart is not ſo ſoon broken, as 2 
broken heart is bound up. 

It is better to have a good conſci ience, and be 
euſured, than to have a bad one, and be flat-- 
ered. 

We muſt hear the warnings of conſcience or 

e ſhall feel the woundings of conſcience. 

A word from God, a "look from Chriſt, a 
ouch from the ſpirit will break the heart. 


Ot :6:&A A EE 


The notion of ink may make perſons 
liſlolute, but a ſenſe ot it reſtrains tronf fin, 

The goodacis of God reſpetts our emptineſs, 
the grace of God our ſinfulnels, and the mercy 
of God our unworthineſs. | 

What ſin is there, which. grace cannot pur om 
What heart is there, which grace cannot ſoften? 
\ hat foul is there, which grace cannot ſave? 

All grace flows from Chriſt united to the foul, 
28 all life flows from the ſoul united to the body, 

the more God's juſtice was declared towards 
his Son, the more was his mercy magnified to- 
wards the · ſinner. 

God humbled his Son to exalt his grace. 

Saul was not fo free in perſecuting Chriſt, as 
Chriſt was in pardoning Paul. 

Bleſs God for Chriſt, Chriſt for the pinie and 
the ſpirit for grace. 

Pollibly a Chriſtian's enemies may ſpoil him 
of his common mercies; but they ſhall never rob 
him of his covenant mercies. 
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God's faithfulneſs performed what his mere 


promiled, | _ 
Mercy drew the covenant; faithfulneſs kee mortal“ 
it; mercy called us; faithfulneſs will not caſty 
off. O 
Common mercies may be ſweet, but covenant Temp! 
mercies are ſure. | Heis 
Abuſers of mercy are treaſurers up of wrati to eſcape 
If thou wert worthy, thou could*ſt have ny God 
mercy. | 1 
There is grace in the deſire of grace, as then e | 
is ſin in the deſire of ſin. for thei 
You that have found inercy, ſhew mercy. A ch 
Though God in mercy hath done great thing giould 
for you, yet conſider what in juſtice he mii Satan 
have done to you. If ye 
Whilſt we carry a ſenſe of grace in our con. ter pron 
ſcience to comfort us, let us carry a ſenſe of fu ou wil 
in our memory to humble us. 0 
We can never bleſs God enough for his pa 
tience, that hath kept us ſo long out of hell; 
nor for his inercy, that fo earncitly invites us tw} Ik tt 
heaven. Rs our ts 
All that are choſen are veſſels of mercy, all We 
that are regenerate, are patterns of mercy; all tha The 
are ſaved, are monuments of mercy; and the rows, 
work of heaven, is to fing the loud praiſes df Ric 
mercy. : . care, 
It melts the heart to think, that God is as full Be 
of mercy, as I am of ſin; he is as free to forgive leſt ch 
as I am to offend; he hath daily mercies for heave? 
daily fins. | We 
The heart of man is ſuch a barren ſoil, that no not p 
good can grow therein, unleſs Almighty grace W. 
plant it. | CEO 


| Grace 


es 585 1 
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Grace is an immortal ſeed, caſt into an im- 
mortal ſoil, that brings forth immortal fruit. 


his mere 


neſs kee 
not caſt u 


of TEMPTATIONS. 


Temptations are inſtructions. 


CO venan 
| He is over- wiſe that that goes out of God's way 


Sas to eſcape a croſs, 8 
TY God will either keep his ſaints from temp. 
tations by his preventing mercy, or in temp- 
as then tations by his | dvr vs. Papa or find a 8 
1 for their eſcape by his delivering merc y. 
8 A Chriſtian that lives here among his enemies, 
at thing gould never ſtir abroad without his guard, 
e mizußß Satan tempts to ſin, the ſpirit counſels againſt ſin. 
ae If you follow Satan, you will find the temp- 
ſe of uh ter prove a tormentor; if you follow the ſpirit, 
you will find the counſellor prove a comforter. 
his a- . "4 
of hell; | Of tre WO R L D. | 
es us 0 If the world be our portion here, hell will be 


our portion hereafter, - ; 
cy, al We muſt ncither leave the world, nor love it. 
The world promiſes comforts, and pays ior- 


all that 

1d the om ; ; 3 

iſes of Rickes and proſperity will either kill with 
care, or ſurfeit with delight. ; | 

as full Be not proud of riches but afraid of them, 

orgive leſt they be as filver bars to croſs the way to 


es for heaven, 88 n 
| We put a price upon riches, but riches Cats 


lat no not put a price upon us. 
grace We muſt anſwer for our 71 

cannot anſwer for us, : = 
race Riches are as Pa. good or bad, 


ches, but our riches 


us 
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as they are uſed ; be then as indifferent to them, 
as they are to you. | 
If there be too great an affection for any 
thing here, there will be an anſwerable affliction. 
*Tis a fad thing when a man can have no 
comfort but in diverſions, no joy but in forget. 
ting himſelf. | | 
Love the men of the world, but not the things 
of the world. | | 
To have a portion in the world, is a mercy; 
to have the world for a portion, is a miſery. 
Whatever we make an idol of, will be a croſs 
to us if we belong to Chriſt ; a curſe to us if we 
do not, | 
We ſhould endeavour to paſs through this 
world with a cheerful indifferency. 
Covetouſneſs betrayed our Saviour, envy ac- 
cuſed him, and the friend ſhip of the world con- 
demned him. 8 


— 4 Man is not made for the world, but the world 
5 for man; FL | f 
1 It is our buſineſs in this world, to ſecure an 
* intereſt in the next. | 
5 The things of the world, the more they are 
v2 known, the leſs they are admired; but the 


ity things of God, the more they are known, the 
#1 more they are admired. _ 

H There is no miſs of the creature, where there 

I 1s a full enjoyment of the Creator. | 

f If thou art not afraid of the world, I ſear 

thou art a friend of the world, and an enemy 

to God. 5 

[1 As you love your ſouls, beware of the world: 

z it hath ſlain its thoufands, and ten thouſands, 

b What rumed Lot's wife? the world. What ruin- 

N cd. 
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d Judas ? the world? What ruined Simon Ma- 
us? the world? What ruined Demas ? the 
orld. And, What ſhall it profit a man, if he 
ain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ?” 
att. xv1, 26. 

To ſpeak the truth freely; riches are duſt, 
onours are ſhadows, and pleaſures are bubbles, ; 
nd a man a lump of e compounded of hn 


nd . 


to them, 


for any 
Hiction. 
ave no 

orget. 


nercy; 48 
Ty. Of the Word of God. 25 
a Croſ; The word of God muſt be nearer to us than 


if we ur friends, dearer to us than our lives, ſweeter . 
o us than our liberty, and pleaſanter to us than 
all earthly comforts. | 

Take the candle of God's word, and ſearch 
the corners of your heart. 

We ſpeak to God im prayer; God ſpeaks to 


us in his word. | 
Two things are to be trembled at; the pre- 


ſence of God which fills all places, and the 
ord of God which reacheth to all times. 

All arguments againſt the word of God are 
fallacies; all conceits againſt the word are de- 
luſions; all derifion againſt the word is folly; 
the Wand all oppoſition againſt the word is madneſs. 
When God threatens, that's a time to repent ;. 


1ere when he promiſes, that's a time to believe; when 
he commands, that's a time to obey. 
ear If a man believed the threatnings of the word 


my of God, he would tremble, and fly to the pro- 
* * 
miſes for refuge. 


Id: As Chriſt came out of his Father's boſom, ſo 
1s, | the promiſes came out of Chriſt's fide. 
n- The church cannot live without faith, and faith 


. | cannot 
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God's provideuce fulſils his promiſe. 
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cannot live without the promiles, | 
We have leſs power to. ſtand than our f 
parents, but we have better promiſes. | 
Whatever promiſes faith takes hold of, it make 
the good thing there promi ſed to be our own, 
God's promiſes are a defence againſt mau 
threatnings, _ 
© The promiſes of the goſpel are ſealed to us h 
the oath of the Father, the blood of the Son, and 
the witneſs of the ſpirit, * 


| Of the L A W. 
The moral law was weak through the fleſh; 


the ceremonial law wes ſo in its own nature; buf 
Chriſt was the end of the moral law to fultil i: 
and the end of the ceremonial law to anſwer iu 


intention by offering himſelf a ſacrifice, 
| Chriſt was God's righteous ſervant to perforn 


all the duties of the moral law; and our devout 


ed ſacrifice to bcar ell the penaltics of it. 

By the law is the knowledge of fin, by th; 
goſpel is the knowledge of Chrift, © £24 

God hath. written a law and a goſpel; the lay 
to humble us, and the goſpel to comfort us ; the 
law to caſt us down, and the goſpel to raile u 
up; the law to convince us of our miſery, and 
the goſpel to convince us of his mercy; the lay 
to diſcover fin, and the goſpel to diſcover gract 


and Chriſt, 


Of PROVIDENCE, 
Providences are ſometimes dark. texts that 
want an expoſitor,. 7 5 22 
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Ns 
Count every day as well as you can, the pre- 
5 idences of God towards you that day; + 
our f Without God's providence nothing falls out 
Fun in the world: without his commiſſion nothin 
ur 5 ſtirs ; without his mins nothing proſpers. 
nit mau Of AFFLIICTIONS. i 
„ 'Tis a worſe ſign to be without chaſtiſement, 
Son, au chan to be under chaſtiſement. ; | 
; Two things ſhould comfort ſuffering Chriſt- 


ians, 072, all that they ſuffer is not hell; yet it 
is all the hell they ſhall ſuffer. 

Afflictions are not fo much threatened, as pro- 
he Nc; miſcd, to the children of God. : 
ure; bu To be a Chriſtian, and a ſuffering Chriſtian, 
tulfil s a double honour. | | 
wer i By affliction God ſeparates the ſin Which he 

hates, from the ſoul which he loves. 
perfor The more a man fears ſin, the leſs will he 
evout fear trouble. | 1 
+5 Afflictions are of God's fending, but of fin's 
by the deſerving | | 
Sin is the poiſon, affliction the phyſic. 


the lay When God is humbling us, let us endeavour 
us ; the to humble ourſelves. R 3 

ai ſe uy May not every one do what he will with his 
8 and own God ? | 

he law If the ſervants of Chriſt are never fo low, yet 


Grace his heart is with them, and his eye upon them. 
God takes it unkindly when we grieve too 
much for any outward thing; becauſe *tis a ſign 


we fetch not that comfort from him which WE, 


: Though the hand of God may be againſt you; 
yet, the heart of God may he towards _— 
SE) N hat 


ount 
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„ prayer do 
What if the providence of God croſs you, i hraſe, but 
the promiſe of God bleſs you ? Where th 
What is bearing a temporal croſs, to the wear iſ, continual. 
1Ng an eternal crown ? | Pray that 
Our enjoy ments are. greater than our affliction, WW waiting 1 
and our afflictions lefs than our fins. aneceſſary 
Our ſuiferings ſhould ſtir up our graccs; nes. 
well as our gricts, Cod cou 
e N. Let not! 


Fill up the void ſpaces of your time wia hut Chriſt. 


meditation and prayer. Prayer, 
They are the ſafed who are moſt in their Sin que! 
. clofets; who pray not to be ſeen of men, bu The ſam 
to be heard of God. | to ery earn 
EKrayer doth not conſiſt in gifted expreſſions, Nor as it af 
and a volubility ôf ſpeech; but in a brokcuncs Whand ; fo 1 
.of heart. RT by - : he Lord”: 
Imperfect broken groans, from a broken heart, The bre 
God will accepft. TR : aith. 
An hard heart cannot pray; a broken bett Wuhatev 
is made up of prayer. prayer, ir 
It is a comfort to Chriſtians. apart to think his delays 
their prayers meet before a throne of grace: and They t 
their perſons ſhall meet before a throne of glory. Ter, ſhall 


There wants nothing but a believing prayer iv 
turn the promiſe into a performance. © 
_ God is a great God, and therefore he will be Look 
{ought he is a good God, and therefore he will Wyycre not 
be found. 


| when tin 
When God pours out his ſpirit upon man, Who 
then will man pour out his heart before God. he may « 
He that lives without prayer, or prays wich- What 
but life, hath not the ſpirit of God. grave, Y 


Prayer 78 
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Prayer doth not conſiſt in the elegance of the 
YOu, if hrafe, but in the ſtrength of the affection. 
Where there is a willing heart, there will be 


e wears continual crying to heaven for help. oY 

9 8 Pray that you may pray. . 

1Ctions, Waiting upon God continually will abate your 

oO nneceſſary cares, and ſweeten your neceſſary 
, as 5 « Y ” | 


Ones. Fe 
God counts all the ſteps we take to the throne 
df grace, and all the minutes of our waiting. 
Let nothing get between heaven and prayer. 

e wih but Chriſt. | 

Prayer, if it be done as a.taſk, is no prayer. 

Sin quenches prayer, affliction quickens it. 

The ſame ſpirit of faith which teaches a man 

to ery earneſtly, teaches him to wait —_— 

for as it aſſures him the —_ is in the Lord's 
] 


1 their 
'N, Hut 


Monz, 


.cuncis hand; ſo it aſſures him, it will be given forth in 
he Lord's tine. 5 

heart, The breath of prayer comes from the life of 

5 aith. | | 

Heer Whatever you want, go to God by faith and 


| prayer, in the name of Chriſt, and never think 
think his delays are denials. | 
: Ant They that ſpend their days in faith and pray- 
glory. Mer, ſhall end their days in peace and comfort. 


yer 10. 
. F ETERNITY, | 
Ul be Look backwards, and time was when ſouls 
> Wil Were not; look forwards, and our ſouls will be 
when time ſhall not. | 
Who would not deny himſelf for a time, that 
„ich. he may enjoy himſelf for ever. ; | 
25 What is the world to them that are in the 
aft grave, where our bodies muſt ſhortly be? Or 


£ to 


* 
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muſt ſhortly be? 3 | 
Remember you are at the door of eternity, 
and have other work to do than to.trifle away 
time; thoſe hours which you ſpend in you 
cloſets, are the golden ſpots of all your time 
and will have the ſweeteſt influence upon you 
laſt hours, | 

Our life is a paſſage to eternity; it ought t 
he à meditation of eternity; and a preparation 
for eternity. 


5 Of D AT A. 

The longeſt life is a lingering death. 
Firſt * dies, then childhood, then youth 
then manhood, then old age, and then we make 
an end of dying. | 

| Though thou mayeſt have been nearer. death 
(in thine own apprehenſrons) than thou art now: 
yet it is certain, death was never ſo near to thee 
as it is now. © 8 

Man does not die becauſe he is made of earth 
but becauſe he is infected with ſin. 


robes. | | 
We need not be aſhamed of that now, which 
we are ſure we fhall not repent of when we come 
to die, x ; 
As the king of terrors leaves us, ſo the day of 
terror will find us. 


| Death will be very terrible to him who dies 
not in his thoughts dal 


There is nothing terrible in death, but what 


they 


are 


our lives have made ſo. 


'Tis death to many to think of death; 


to them that are in eternity, where our ſoul 


Death to a Chriſtian, is putting off rags fot Þ 
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are as unwilling to be led into a diſcourſe of 


death, as children into the dark: the thoughts 
of it are no more welcome to them, than Moſes 
was to Pharaoh; to whom he ſaid, Get thee from 
me, and let me ſee thy face no more, Exod. x. 28. 

Death ſhuts in the light of this world, and is 
the day-break of eternity. 

Let us familiarize death by meditation, and 
ſweeten it by preparation. 

The great comfort of a believer, on his death. 
bed, is faith in Chriſt, hope in the promiſes, 
and an intereſt in the covenant. 

This life is a middle ſtate; we muſt ſoon ge 
higher or lower, where we muſt ſpend upon the 
treaſure we here lay up, whether of wrath or 

lory. | : ; 
- We ſhould think of death, not as though we 
were thinking, but as though we were dying. 

It is the greateſt buſineſs of life, to think of 


the end of life, and to lay hold of eternal life. 


Let us make a friend of death, and our judge ; 
and then we ſhall die out of choice, as well as 
neceſſity. _ | 


Of HEAVEN. 
If heaven doth not enter into us by way of 


holineſs, we ſhall never enter into heaven by 


way of happineſs. | 
If you would lay up a treaſure of glory in 


heaven, lay up a treaſure of grace in your hearts. 


If your ſouls are rich in grace, they will be 

rich in glory, 
The more you do for God in this world, the 
more God will do for you in the world to come. 
E * in 
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As heaven is kept for the ſaints of Chriſt, o In heave 
they are kept for heaven by the ſpirit. nd happin 

In heaven all God's ſervants will be abu nn is thei 
dantly ſatisfied with his dealings and diſpen. ternal por 
'fations with them; and ſhall ſee how all con. MW The rea! 
duced, like ſo many winds, to bring them toFaule ſo fe 
their haven; and how, even the rougheſt blaſu t They fal 
heſped to bring them homeward. nto hell. 


In heaven God will never hide his face more, None ar 
nor the devil ſhew his more. vinced 3 I 
How can we expect to live with: God in hea. Nuenched 
ven. if we love not to live with him on earth? The ico 
If thou loveſt to worſhip God here below, | We mu; 
God will take thee up to worſhip him above. Ihe flames 
Thou ſhalt change thy place, but not thine em. Vou ma 
ployment. P uut it is a 
Heaven is a day without a cloud to darken it, Acres. 
and without a night to end it. Wner's plac: 
We would be ſeated in the heavenly Canaan, i *''Tis a 


but are loth to be ſcratched with the briers and peace to . 
thorns of the wilderneſs. ; 
In heaven there is the preſence of all good, | 
and the abſence of all evil, : | 
Grace and glory differ, but as the bud and the F 
' bloſſom : What is grace but glory begun? What | 
is glory, ſbut grace perfeted? ö 
We may hope for a place in heaven, if our 
hearts are made ſuitable to the ftate of heaven. 
If there will be any grief in heaven, ſure it 
wall be for this, that we have done no more for 
God on earth, 


OA & 4 


They that will not fear the puniſhment in the 
.threatning, ſhall feel the threatning in the pun- 
iſhment. 5 In 


— 
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hriſt, ſo In heaven holineſs is their everlaſting temper, 
nd happineſs their everlaſting portion; in hell 

e abun- in is their eternal temper, and ſorrow their 

diſpen. Nrernal portion. f 

all con. The reaſon why ſo many fall into hell, is be- 

them toWauſe ſo few think of it. 

it blaſt i They fall deepeſt into hell, that fall backward 
nto hell. : 

e more, None are ſo near heaven, as they that are con— 
vinced ; none ſo near hell, as thoſe who nave 


in hea. Nguenched conviction, 


earth? WW The {corner's ſeat ſtands next hell gate. 
below, = We muſt tall into the arms of Chritt, or into 
above. the flames of hell. | 


vou may think it a ſad thing to repent on carth, 
but it is a ſadder thing to repent in hell. 

W 4 creature's place is a low place, but a ſin- 
Wner's place is a lower. : | 
-anaan, i *Tis a weak and wretched thing, by falſe 
ers and I peace to ſecure eternal ſorrow. | 
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CHAP. 1. 


Containing. ſome relig 


zous Obſervations by way of 


AS rivers and fountains proceed from the tz 
and return thither again; ſo true grace in 
the heart, as a fountain, ſends forth all its {treams 
towards God, the ocean from whence it flowed. if 
Chriſtian graces are like perfumes; the more 
they are preſt, the ſweeter they ſmell; like ſtars 
that ſhine brighteſt in the dark ; like trees, thc 
more they are ſhaken, the deeper root they take, 
| and the more fruit they bear. 
1» As ſnow 1s of itſelf cold, yet warms and re- 


3 | freſhes the earth; ſo afflictions, though in them- 


ven. 


row ends in joy. 


5 


ſelves grievous, yet keep the foul of the Chrik- 
1an warm, and make it fruitful. 

The caſting down of our ſpirits in true humi- 
lity, is but like throwing a ball on the ground, 
which makes it rebound the higher towards hea- 


As worldly joy ends in ſorrow, ſo godly for- 


As it ſometimes rains when the ſun ſhines; fo 7 


there may be joy in a ſaivt's heart when there are. 


tens in his eyes. Con- 


— - 
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Confeſſion of fin ſhould come like water from 
a ſpring, that runs freely; and not like water 
from a ſtill, that is forced by the fire of affliction. 

As the way to ſtop bleeding, is by opening a 
vein, ſo the way to ſtop unreaſonable ſorrow is 
to turn it againſt ſin. 

Sin is like a bee, with honey in its mouth, but 
a ſting in its tail. | 

Many a man ſhifts his ſins as men do their 
cloaths; they put off one to put on another: This 
1s but waiting upon the devil in a new hvery. 

The fins of a good man are like weeds in a 
garden, which may hinder the growth of fruits 
and flowers, but (not permitted to get head) can- 
not kill them. 
| The pleaſure of fin is like a draught of {ſweet 
poiſon. | 5 

As the fly, that plays about the candle, doth 
often burn its wings at laſt; ſo the Chriſtian that 
parleys with Temptations, 1s in danger of having 
the wings of his ſoul ſo ſhortened by the hery 
darts of the devil, that he will not be able to 
riſe again towards heaven, *till God ſhall give 


him renewed affections, 


As Noah's dove could find no reſt for the ſole 
of her foot, ſo the ſpirit of God can find no re- 
ſidence in that heart which is deluged in ſm. 

Our conſcience is as a fire within us, our fins as 
the ſewel; therefore, inſtead of warming, it will 
ſcorch us; unleſs the fewel be removed, or tae 
heat of it allayed by penitential tears. 

All true Chriſtians muſt be like Noah's ark, 
that was pitched within and without, Ger. vi. 14 
They muſt have a holy inſide, and a holy out- 
fide; their profeſſion and practice muſt agree to- 
gether. 5 | They 
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They that are profeſſors only, and make a ſhey As canke 
of religion for ſiniſter ends are likeOrpah; in times m arule 
of affliction they will kiſs their mother and be A zealo 
gone: they will ſoon take leave of the church of ip n : 
God. But they that are true Chriſtians are like ſou] withe 
Ruth; they will cleave to her, ſtay by her, live moves not 
and die with her, and never depart from her. Ruth Noten 
1. 14. dle, whic 

As it is not putting on a gown that makes z and laving 
ſcholar, but the inward habits of the mind; ſoit ouly enl1y 
is not putting on an outward cloak of profeſſion | . As Go 
that makes a Chriſtian, but the inward grace of I ihwarde © 
the heart. b | they mig 

As Noah's dove found no footing but in the ſavoufd u 
erk; ſo a Chriſtia g . for no le 
3 | n finds no contentment but in 3 

Our hearts are like inſtruments of muſic well the fire c 
_— oy _ make no melody in the ear of wy wy 
od, unleſs they be gen , S$ Ul 
TS iy on Tag I is Have: 
_ Chriſtians hearts are as iron; if they he once the goſp 
made hot with the love of God, they will more ſect ate tl 
cally be joined together in love to one another, 3 
As the ſun ripens and ſweetens fruits by ſhin- alle] law 
ing upon them, without which, they would be is n 
ſour and unfavoury; ſo it is the ſunſhine of God's a free-w 
love and favour that ſweetens all earthly. bleſſings of unlea 
without which they would be but croſſes end mute 
curſes to them that poſſeſs them. N N 
1 2 eg are as cords to draw us tohim; N ile ee 
ut | | | 
wo g ins are as ſharp lwords that cut thoſe nike Ins 
Outward comforts are like the rotten twigs of A $ | 

a tree; they may be touched, but if they are Jordi 


truſted to, or reſted upon, the f in! 
deceive and fail us, 2 ho ho 
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As cankers breed in the ſweeteſt roſcs, ſo pride 
may ariſe out of the fweeteſt duties. 

A zealous ſoul without meekneſs, is like a 
ſhip in a ſtorm, in danger of wrecks. A meek 
ſoul without zeal, is like a ſhip in a calm, that 
moves not fo faſt to its harbour as it ought. 

Notional knowledge is like the light of a can- 
dle, which enlightens, but does not warm; true 
and ſaving knowledge is like the ſun, which not 
ouly enlightens but enlivens. OL 

As God commanded-under the law, that the 
inwards of every facrafice ſhould be burnt, that 
they might be an offering made by fire, of ſweet 
ſavou, unto the Lord, Levit. iv. 8. ſo he looks 
for no leſs now: for, unleſs we offer up our 
hearts to him on the altar of Chriſt's merits with 
the fire of zeal, our dutics will never be accept- 


able to him. 


As Old Teſtament ſaints had ſacrifices under 
the law; ſo New Teſtament ſaints have under 
the goſpel: for every duty in which ſaints con- 
ſecrate themſelves, is called ſacrifice. Pſalm iv. 
5. Cxvl. 17. Heb. xiii. 16. And we may par- 
allel law and goſpel ſacrifices thus, Repentance 
is a treſpaſs-offering, zeal a burnt-offering, praiſe 
a free-will-offering, and, ſincerity the oblations 
of unleavencd bread. | 

As every ſhred of gold is precious, ſo is every 
minute of time, | 

As it would be great folly to ſhoe horſes (as 
Nero did) with gold; ſo it would be, to ſpend 
time in trifles. 

A Chriſtian's birth is like the red-ſea, that 
brings him into the wilderneſs; his death is like 
Jordan, that brings him into Canaan, 
8 As 
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ney waters that ſunk the men of the old 
wor Go raiſed up Noah in the ark; ſo death 
. ch ſinks ſinners into hell, raiſes ſaints u 
eaven. ö 25 
: 1 50 Baſiliſk, if it ſees a man firſt, kills him 
= if a man ſees it firft, it doth him no ha 15 
o, if we ſee death firſt, and prepare for it * 
1 it, and it can do us no hurt. * 
2 os * with ſweet oil, caſt a ſweet. 
Hi 1en they are put out; ſo after death 
hr of the righteous is precious. | 
* COR man is like one that hangs over a 
deep pit by a ſlender cord with one hand, and 
1s Cutting it with the other. Hop? 


—— — —— — 


CHAP. III. 
Containing ſcrious Advice to Youth, 
PANT: + 


S 'S USE God for your portion; remember 
58 eee * the only happineſs of a rational 
mma ain e oul. The ſoul that was made for 
= _ nd no happineſs but in God : it came 
pace ee fa ; den can never be happy but by re- 
„ o him again, and reſting in him. Mec. 
5 riſe, for this is not your reſe. Col. iii. 1, 
> 3. Ve be then riſen with Chriſt, ſceh thoſe things 
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which are above, where Chriſt futteth on the right hand 
of Cod. Set your affettions on things above, not on 
things on the earth: for ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Chriſt in God, 


God 1s all ſufficient ; get him for your por- 


tion and you have all; then you have infinite 
wiſdom to direct you, infinite knowledge to 
teach you, infinite mercy to pity and ſave you, 
infinite love to care for and comfort you, and in- 
finite power to protect and keep you. It God 
be yours, all his attributes are yours; all his 
creatures, all his works of Ea ee -ſhall do 
you good, as you have need of them, He is an 
eternal, full, ſatisfactory portion. He is an ever- 
living, ever-loving, ever-preſent friend; and with- 
out him you are a curſed creature in every con- 
dition, and all things will work againſt you. 
II. Conſider, that. by nature you are dead 


in treſpaſſes and fin; a child of wrath, a 


ſtranger, and enemy to God; and while ſuch, 
the thoughts of God are terrible to you; you 
can expect nothing from him but wrath and 


everlaſting burnings. God is ever angry with 
the wicked: his holineſs hates all fin; his all- 


ſeeing eye beholds it, and his juſtice will puniſh 
it 


While you are in a ſtate of nature you can do 
nothing but ſin, Gen. vi. 5. Matth. vii. 18. Every 
thing is a ſnare, and a wicked heart is apt to be 
taken. Labour to be ſenſible of this, and let the 
ſinfulneſs of your nature be your greateſt burden. 
Strive and 7 a againſt this principally. Get 


purity of heart, and a holy life will tollow upon 


it; but if you ftrive only againſt outward acts of 


ſin, while your heart is let alone, your labour 


: will 
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will be in vain, your heart will tire you out; 


or if it doth not, yet remember, that God's eye 


is in thè heart, and he hath provided a hell for 
hypocrites? Nothing more damnable than 2 
wicked unrenewed heart. | 
III. Conſider, that Chrift alone is your way 
to God. Juſtification, pardon, and acceptance 
with God, is by ſaith in him alone. Sanctifica- 
tion, and a new nature, is by the power of his 
ſpirit alone. Let Chriſt therefore be precious to 
your fouls. Labour for true faith in him. Take 
tim for your Lord and Saviour; ſubmit to his 
commands in all things; and reſt your ſoul up- 
on him alone for reconciliation and peace With 
God. Open your heart to. the motions of his 
ſpirit; welcome that principle of a holy and di- 
vine life, and be ſure to improve his motions, 
follow his drawings, and by no means grieve 
him. CY 
IV. Be ſpeedy in your repentance, and dili— 
gent in your endeavours after holineſs. Know the 
time of God's gracious viſitation. While God 
is calling, Chriſt inviting, the gate of heaven ſet 
open, the mmiſters of the word exhorting, and 
the ſpirit drawing, make haſte and delay not. 
Conſider your life is but ſhort, and altogether 
uncertain, To defer one day may be to your 
everlaſting undoing. When your life is once 
gone it will be in vain to think of repenting, 
You ſhall then have no more ſermons, no mor? 
offers of Chriſt and grace, /leb. ix. 27. God 
will be patient no more. And if God ſhould 
take away your life to-morrow, you would per- 
ith inexcuſably for refuſing his grace to-day. 
One offer of grace refus'd renders a ſinner in- 
excuſable, 
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xcuſable, though God ſhould never offer hrs 
mercy more. O, trifle not with your ſoul! Be 
not careleſs of eternal happineſs. You have 
eaven and hell, life and death before you, and 
it depends upon your own hearty choice which 
ſhall be your portion: and they are choſen by 
the choice of the way which leads to them. 
Chuſe life, and chuſe it ſpeedily. And remem- 
ber once again, that you have but one life to 
chuſe in. Trifle not away this moment, upon 
which depends eternity : miſpend not your ſhort 
time to your eternal loſs. 

Stand not upon a ſhort labour, difficulty, ſelf- 
denial, or ſuffering, tor your eternal happineſs. 
God would have you ſaved; Chriſt hath died 
for you to reconcile you to God: he is aſcended 
into heaven to open a door for your ſoul to en- 


ter in at, and he is interceding with the Father 


for all grace and mercy for you, if you refuſe 
him not. He came into the world to ſeck and 
to ſave that which is loft, Luke xix. 10. Be ſenſible 
of your ſinful, loſt, damnable condition without 
him, O! make haſte to your Saviour, yield to 
all his demands, and take him as offered in the 
goſpel, in all his offices. | | 

V. Endeavour to be truly and thoroughly 
religious, and be not diſcouraged at the difhcul- 
ties of it, God's grace ſhall be ſufficient for your 
help; his promiſes ſhall be your ſweet encour- 
agement : peace of conſcience, and communion 
with God, ſhall be your ever-preſent cordials. 
The trouble and pains of religion ſhall be but 
ſhort and your reward ſhall be glorious and 
Remember 'that of the apoſtle, when 
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Our light afflictions that are but for a moment 
ſhall work out for us a far more exceedin; 
and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. lt 
we ſuffer with Chriſt we ſhall alſo reign with 
him, 2 Tim. ii. 12. And the ſufferings of this 


+ preſent” life are not worthy to be compared 


with the glory which ſhall be revealed, Ron, 
viii. 18. See alſo, fa. xliii. 2, g, When thou 


paſſeth through the waters I will be with thee: 


and through the rivers, they ſhall not over. 
flow thee; when thou walkeſt through the fire 
thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord 
thy God, the holy one of Iſrael thy Saviour.” 


Never are we more joyful than when we deny 
our joy for Chriſt's ſake! And if theſe arguments 
w1ll not prevail, then conſider, that all the pains 
and difficulties of religion will be found in the 
end far more tolerable than hell. 


VI. Devote your young years to a good God, 


and your loving Saviour. The firſt fruits are to 
be offered to him. The green ears of youth are 
to be carried to his ſanQuary. 
that the vain delights and ſinful pleaſures of 
youth ſhould be loſt : you ſhall but exchange 
them for ſpiritual delights,. which are far more 
excellent, inward, and laſting. The joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the rejoicing of a good conſcience, 
communion with God, the ſenſe of his love, and 
the hope of heaven, are far better than the ple- 
ſures of fin, and will more than recompenſe 
your loſs of youthful and carnal delights. And} 
conſider this ſeriouſly, that none have uſually} 
. more comfort in their ſouls than thoſe, who are 
willing to loſe their ſinful comforts for God and 
their ſoul's ſake, 
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U 


Remember that you muſt give an account to 
God how you ſpend your youth, as well as for 
old age. Conſider, as young as you are, how 
many years are already ſpent; and what account 
you are able to give to God of them. One day 
ſpent in fin is too much; and the ſins of one 
hour deſerves a hell. Younger than you are 
dead and gone. Let the thoughts of them mind 
you ſeriouſly of your account. Your call to God's 
bar may be next. Are you ready? Think often 
what expence of time may be beſt accountcd for 
to God; and ſo ſpend your younger days, as 
you will with you had ſpent them when you 
come to die and be judged. 
| Suppoſe God-ſhould call you away ſuddenly, 
what ſentence could you expet from him? Are 
ou ready, if the bridegroom ſhould now.come ? 
Math xxv. 6. It will be no excuſe at judg- 
ment, if you be found in your fins, to ſay, Lord, 


I was but young. He that is old enough to fin is 


old enough for hell. You cannot make ſure of 
God's love, and an intereſt in Chriſt too ſoon, 
You cannot ſecure your ſoul too ſoon. | 

Conſider thoſe young ones in ſcripture who 
are commended for their early piety. Samuel 
was miniſtering to God in his childhood, 1 Sam. 


ii. 18. Joſiah had a tender heart for God in his 


tender years, 2 Kings, xxii. 19. Children ſang 
hoſannas to Chriſt, Matth. xxi. 15. Timothy was 
a ſaint betimes, 2 Tim. iii. 15. And let theſe 
young ones be your pattern. 

The young diſciple was the loved diſciple. God 
takes great delight in an early convert. All your 
life is due to God, let him therefore have all 

| F that 
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That ſtill remains, and beg his pardon that any of 
it hath been denied, 
Repentance is eaſieſt in youth. Sin is leſs root. 
ed, Satan not ſo fantify'd, grace not fo much 
{:ghted, the ſpirit not ſo much grieved, and the 
conicience not ſo much hardened. 
Be ſure therefore to give God your youth. Re. 
folve now to be ſeriouſly religious. Now beg for 
the pardon of your ſuns, 5 the ſpirit of holi. 
neſs; and though the generality of youth take 
another courſe, yet be not ſway'd by the multi- 
tude, and carried down the ſtream towards hell; 
Jet them go, you ſhall have better company. 
The faints of God will love you, the angels of 
God will guard you, and the preſence of God 
him ſelf ſhall be with you. 

And if you find yourſelf ſtill inclined to be 
as the fro are, and to do as the moſt do, con- 
{der that you cannot have that pleaſure in ſin 
which others may. You have had a good educa- 
tion, and good inſtructions; your conſcience hath 
been more awaken'd, and will not ſuffer you to 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin, as others, who are 
more ignorant, and worſe educated, may. Con- 
ſcience will mix gall with your honey; when 
you go to prayer, in the evening, upon your bed, 
when alone and retired, or in the dark, it will 
read fad lectures to you, and make you review 
your paſt delights with bitterneſs. 

Labour therefore to approve yourſelf to God, 
in youth; and though others may condemn you, 
yet God (from whoſe mouth only you muſt live 
or die) will acquit and juſtify you. 
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when you are moſt capable of pleaſure or honour 

by it, and a turning to God when you are moſt 

capable of enjoying the world, will clearly evi- 

dence the trutu of your converſion. So that a 

timely converſion to God in youth, as it is moſt 

eaſy, ſo it is leaſt queſtionable; for it now ap- 
pears that God is loved for himſelf, and Chriſt 

is prelerred above the fleſh, and grace above the 

ſweeteſt delights in the world. 


AMT IF, 


1. Make the word of God the rule of all you 
do. | 

II. Whatever you do, be ſure to do it in the 

ſtrength of Chriſt. Without me, (ſaith Chriſt) ae 
can do nothing, John xv. 5., i. e. nothing well, 
nothing that is acceptable to God. If you do 
not bear fruit as a branch in Chriſt, your fruit 
will be but bad, and unſavoury in God's account; 
and you cannot bear fruit, as a branch in Chriſt, 
unleſs all your ſap and fructifying power be drawn 
from him by an active faith. Paul could do all 
things lireagh Chriſt that ſtrengthened him, Phil. v1. 
13. He could bear the devil's buffetings hy ſut- 
ficient grace from Chriſt, 2 Cor. xii. 9. But of 
himſelf, he could not ſo much as think a good 
thought, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 

Nature is but a dry root of goodneſs; no gra- 
cious actions ſpring Hom thence. Grace depends 
upon continual ſupplies that flows from Chriſt, 
as ſap from the root, or beams from the ſun. It 
Chriſt withdraws, your grace preſently lan- 


guiſhes, grows ſaint aud unactive. Know there- 
7 F 2 fore, 
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tore, and mind it before you go to work, from 
whence your ſtrength muſt come, and fetch it in 
by faith. Withouf this practice you ſhall fall 
zu ſina!l temptations, and with it ſtand in great 
ones. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, and nothing ſhall be too hard for 
you. Mountains ſhall be plains, and vallies fill. 
ed up. All things ſhall be poflible to him that 
believes, and relies upon that power to which 
nothing is 1mpollible. 

III. As you are to act in the power of Chriſt, 
ſo you are to preſent your duties to God in the 
name of Chriſt, Col. iii. 17. Your molt coltly 
iacrifices are but enfavoury in the nottrils of a 
holy Cod, if they be not perfumed by the fra- 
grant incenſe of his interceſſion : your taireſt 
_ 2:ghteouſneſs but as filthy rags, if his rightcoul- 
nels doth not cover it: your duties mult be dyed 
in the blood of Chrits, they mult be enriched 
with his precious merits, or they will be too 
1ncan for God to look upon, unleſs with indig— 
nation. In. tte Lord date 1 righteouſneſs ard ſirength, 
IIA. XIV. 2. | 

IV. Whatever vou do, do all to the glory of Gol. 
3 Cor. x. 31. The beſt action is ill done, if not 
for a good end'; and no end is religiouſly goo! 
without this. That duty that does not begin 
aud end with God, is no part of godlineſs. Loox 
therelore to your end, and never fatisfy your- 
lelf that you have done much, unleſs that you 
Have done it well. +> 

g It is the déſign of the goſpel to take man 
2 hoily of himſelf, and caſt him wholly upon 
God and Chriſt, All idols muſt be caſt down, 
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and God's fulneſs, ſelf-deficiency and Chriſt's 
ſufficiency, ſelf-unrighteouſneſs and Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, are the great convictions of the goſ- 
el; and to make ſe]lf-nothing, and God all in 
point of wiſdom, ſtrength, righteouſneſs, and 
glory, is the great command and duty of it. 

And by theſe things examine all you do: by 
whoſe rule have I afted ? By whole ſtrength 
have I aQted ? In whoſe name have I acted'? 
And for whoſe glory have I ated? What faith, 
whats humility, What ſelf-denial, what love of 
God and Chriſt, hath there been in all my actions. 


Theſe are general Rules of Action. 


V. Endeavour to make every day the Lord's, 
to ſpend it well, and to get nearer heaven by it, 


— 


And to this end accept kindly of this Advice, 


1. As ſoon as ever you awake in the morning, 
lift up your heart to God, and open it to him, 
As much as poſſible you can, avoid all thoughts 
about the world until your morning devotions 
are oyer. For you will find by experience that, 
if the world gives your ſoul the firſt ſalute, and 
be embraced with kindneſs in your morning at- 
fections, it will greatly deaden your heart in the 
morning duties. 

2. As ſoon as you are up preſent your deſires 
to God, in the name of Chriſt, for whatever 
your ſoul feels the want of, and give God his 
dye praiſes for his mercies towards you the 
| | F:3 night 
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night paſt. Thus David, Pſal. v. g. My roi 
ſhalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morn- 
ing will I direct my prayer unto thee. And for 
thankſgiving, Pſal. xcii. 1.2. It is à good thin 
to give thanks unto ther, O Lord to ſhew forth thy 
loving-kindneſs in the morning. 
3. Let no day go without reading ſome por. 
tion of the ſcriptures ; and it is no great matter, 
whether you read it before you pray in the morn- 
ing, or juſt after; your inclination and experi- 
ence will direct you; but be ſure it be done, 
You will find it very profitable to begin the day 
with ſuch a converſe with God. Prov. 22, 24, 
When thou wakeſt it ſhall talk with thee, See Join 
v. 39. the command of Chriſt; and Ju i. 8. 
the command of God, with a promiſe. 

The ſcripture diſcovers fin, and the devil's 
devices and malice; ut diſcovers duty, and the 
love of God and Chriſt; and it diſcovers your 
ſtrength and. encouragements : there are the pro- 
miſes of aſſiſting and crowning grace. By theſe, 
tne ſpirit acts, the devil is conquered, and the 
ſoul is comforted. Through theſe, the eye of 
faith can ſee the love of Chriſt, the grace of God, 
and the glory of heaven. In theſe are the food, 
the phyſic, and the arms of the Chriſtian's ſoul, 
Theſe are the word of reconciliation, grace, and 
truth, and the power of God to ſalvation : there- 
fore, every day look into theſe, praying for the 
ſpirit's teachings, and mixing faith with what 
you read. : 


of the day be done with integrity of heart, and 
« reſpeCt to God, whoſe ſervant you ought to be 
in all things. P/al, Ixxviii. 72. Do all things 
a5 
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as to the Lord, as in his eye, and according to 
his will ; and your whole day's work will be as 
it were a religious worſhip : this reſpect will 
make all holy. | 

5. Have a care every day that nothing put 
you into a paſſion: do nothing with ai over 
eagerneſs of mind; and be ever upon your 
guard. againſt ſudden accidents. And this can 
never be obtained but by committing yourſelf, 
and your affairs, into God's hand and care every 
day; believing that he governs all things wiſe- 
ly, and will ever do that which 1s belt for you. 

The power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of divine 
Providence, muſt every day be believed by him 
that would live every day in peace and tran- 
quility of ſoul, | 

6. Every evening to your prayers again, and 
to your praiſes for that day's mercies. The 
Jews were appointed their evening ſacrifices, 
as well as morning, Exod. xxx. 7. 8. Twice a 
day is as little as can be allowed to thoſe who 
are commanded to pray continually. Phil. iv. 
6. Theſ. v. 179. And every prayer ſhould have 
its praiſes in it. Pſal. xcii. 2, 2. Jt is good to 2 
thanks unto the Lord f ſhew forth hts faithfulneſs 
every night, A child will aſk his earthly father's 
bleſſing at morning and night; and it is better 
manners, and to better purpoſe, to aſk our hea- 
venly Father's bleſſing as often. We are ever in 
want, and God is ever giving; prayers there- 
fore, and praiſes, are ever ſuitable and becom- 
ing. | 
Let no day go without obſervation, and re- 
view of God's carriage towards you, and of 


yours towards him; of mercies and afflictions 4 
| an 
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God doth ſometimes on purpoſe ſhew us the 
creature's emptineſs, that we may go to his ful- 
neſs. He makes us ſce the creatures to be broken 
ciſterns, that we may know him to be the foun- 
tain; and that we may feed more largely upon 
ſpiritual dainties, he does deny us carnal ones.“ 

What though God deny thee the eacthly jewel, 
if he gives thee the heavenly crown?—lf thou 
haſt no portion here, thou ihalt have a kingdom 
hereafter ; and God is thy portion here, and fo 
loag thou ſhalt not want any good thing. Crea- 
ture comforts at the beſt, and to the beſt, are 
only delighitul, not latisfying; pleaſant, not 
gainful! ; 

What if all thy friends forſake thee, ſo long as 
God {witv is better than all) Red by thucs— 
Whatever enjoyment friends aflord, that God 
does much more. Do they love thee ? He died 
for thee. Do they pity thee in thine affliétions ? 
In all thy afflictions he is afflicted, I/. Ixui. 9. 
What wouldeſt thou have a friend for? For con- 
verſe; O taſte and ice how good and plealant a 
thing it is to have communion with God! Hear 
(if thou canſt, and not be ravithed) the ſweet 
voice, I am thine and thou art mine. O! feel 
the pantings of his heart, and hear the ſound- 
ings of his bowels ! —W ouldeſt thou have a friend 
to pour out thy breaſt into ?—O !. who is lo fit 
tor that as God? He will bear part of thy bur- 
den if thou art laden, or he will add new 
ſtrength to ſuſtain it.— His love, his converſe, 
his ſociety, is life itlelf; and ſuch a life is made 
up of nothing but ſweetneſs and delight, 
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The Myſtery of a C eriſtian. 


1. He lives in another, Gal. 
wiſe in another, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
in another, Rom. x. 4. 
Ifa. xlv. 24. 

2. He is very low in humility, but very high 
in hope. He knows he is undeſerving of the lealt 
mercy, yet expects the greateſt, Gen. xxxii. 10, 
12, | 

He is in the world, but not of the world, 
John xv. 6. In the world as a pilgrim, but not 
as a Citizen. His habitation is below, but his 
converfation ab e. | 

4. He 1s meek, but vehement; meek in his 
own cauſe, yet vehement in the cauſe of God, 
(As Moſes, who was dead to affronts, deaf to re- 
proaches, and blind to injuries.) He will com- 
ply with any thing that is civil, but with no- 
thing that is ſinful. He will ftoop to the neceſ- 
ſities of the meaneſt, but will not yield to the 
finful humours of the greateſt. 


5. He works out his falvation with fear and 


ii. 20. He i 
He is righteous 
He is ſtrong in another, 


trembling, yet believes in Chriſt without fear 


and trembling, Phil. ii. 12, 13. He does much 
for God, yet counts himſelf an unprofitable ſer- 
vant. He works as if he was to live here al- 
ways, yet worſhips as if he was to die to-mor- 
row. 

6. When he 1s weak then is he ſtrong, 2 Cor. 
X11. 20. When he is moſt ſenſible of his own 


weakneſs, and moſtdependenton Chriſt's ſtrength, 
then he itands the ſafeſt. 
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7. When he is moſt vile in his own eyes he is 


moſt glorious in the eyes of God. When Job 


0b. xlit. 


\bhorred himſelf then God raiſed him. 


| imſelf the moſt 
the centurion thoght him 
1 Chriſt ſaid, I have not found et 


th in Iſrael, Matth. viii. 8, 10. 
25 He ee with: his condition, yet longs 
9. His loſſes are gains; (as Job's, 2 0 
2.) His falls are riſings; (as Peter's, Foh. 3 
5 His afflictions are promotions: 5 3 2 
All thoſe things are againſt me, faith he, 5 os 
36, yet all thoſe things were for 3 lis _ 
appointments are preferments ; (0 he a 
he did not go to Canaan, as he deſired; _ 
went to heaven, which was better,) Deut. x . 
- - He ſaith, O wretched man 2 2 2 
deliver me Rom. vii. 24. Ye 5 
0 bleſſed man that I am, who ſhall condemn me ? 
yo he yet 1 e _ rom 
of his his heavenly father's hands. 8 
his father's hand ſtrikes him, yo rej 
— it is the hand of a father, Heb. x11: by 3 
12: He knows there is no abſolute e 
in this life, yet is continually reaching after it, 
il. iii. 12, 13, 14. | 
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go orteAsIONAL SETLECTIONS, &c; 


1 


Some Doubts and Fears of a tender Conſciendt 
anſwered. 


1. I fear Chriſt is not willing to ſave me. 
Anſw, What is this but limiting, or ſetting 
bounds to infinite mercy ?—What greater ſigns 
of his willingneſs would you have than thoſe he 
hath already given you? He hath died and pur. 
chaſed ſalvation for you. Heb. ii. 9. 1 7ehnii, 
2. He calls and entreats you to come and ac— 
cept of it, Matt. xi. 28. He faith he will not 
caſt you out. %% 6. 37. He complains that 
you will not come, John v. 40.— And wilt thou 
* toy ſay, He is not willing ?—7f thou art willing, 
e never was otherwiſe. — Be of good comfort, he call- 
eth thee. Iſa. Iv. 1. Ho! every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price—Bring 
only yourſelf, come out of need, as all do; as 
the prodigal did. 
2. But I am ſo unworthy . 
Anſw. If you would have nothing but what 
you are worthy of, you muſt have nothing but 
hell. What was Abraham, or Saul, or any, wor- 
thy of, before the Lord called them? Say not, 
I am unworthy. Art thou willing? Rev, xxii. 17. 
e e will, let him take of the waters of life 
freely. 
3. But my fins are very great, and I am con- 
founded at the ſight of them. Alas! how can 
I think of a pardon ?- 


Anſw. Are thy fins great ? the more need er 
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OCCASIONAL REFLECTIONS, &c, Gt 
haſt of a Saviour, Greater Sinners have been 
pardoned, Manaſſeh and Saul,—— But doſt thou 
think thou art more guilty than Chriſt is gracious ? 
read Iſa. i. 18. Come and let us reaſon to- 
« gether, ſaith the Lord, though your fins be 
„as fcarlet they ſhall be as white as ſnow, tho” 
« they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
„% wool.” 1 John i. 7. The blood of Jeſus 
« Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us fam all ſin.“ Bleſs 
God for that word ell, 

4. But I have a proud heart, dead heart. 

Anſw. Put that among your ſins, and come to 
Chritt. | | | "0 

s. My fins are many as well as great. I fin 

5. My * 8 
daily; I ſo fin that I muſt ſuffer. So 

Anſw. Yea, if there were none to appear fo 
thee. Luke vii. 47. Her ſins which were many 
« are forgiven her.“ 1 re i. 7. Chriſt is a 
% daily advocate.” 1 John ii. 1, 2. If any man 
e fin we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
% Chriſt the righteous, and he is the propitiation 
e for our ſins.” This ſcripture ſhould be as 
daily bread for believers to live upon. 

6. J have ſinned againſt light and conviction. 

Anſw. Sd did David and Peter, who yet were 
pardoned, : 

* But I am a revolter and backſlider. 

Anſw. Jer. iii. 1.— Thou haſt played the 
* harlot with many lovers, yet return again unto 
© me, ſaith the Lord.” Hof. xiv. 4. I will 
te heal their backſhdings, I will love them free- 
« Jy.“ Jam afraid of departing from God again. 

9. I have no ſtrength. = 

An ſto. Iſa. xlv, 24. © Surely ſhall one ſay, In 
the Lord have I r1ghteouſneſs and firength.”” 
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62 OCCASIONAL REFLECTIONS, fc, 
10. T am afraid to die, 
„ throngh the valley of the ſhadow of death, 1 


will fear no evil, for thou art with me.“ Phil. 
1. 23. I am in a ſtrait between two, having a 


you; and Chriſt ſhall be with you; and you ſhall 
be with God and Chriſt for ever. | 


The difference between Inherent and Im puted 
HEE Righteouſneſs. 


wa n 
——_—_. 


1. Inherent righteouſneſs ſanctiſies, imputed 
righteouſneſs juſtifies, 

2. Inherent righteouſneſs makes us ſhine be- 
fore men, imputed righteouſneſs makes us ſhine 
before God; 5 - : 

3. Inherent righteouſneſs pleaſes God, imput- 
ed righteouſneſs appeaſes him, 

4. Inherent A diſcharges from hy- 
pocriſy, imputed righteouſneſs from guilt. 

5. Inherent righteouſneſs makes us pray, im- 
puted righteouſneſs makes our prayers prevail. 

6. Inherent righteouſneſs is our ſincerity, im- 
puted righteouſneſs our perfection. : 

7. Inherent righteouſneſs reſpects the law, 
imputed righteouſneſs anſwers the law, 

8. Inherent righteouſneſs is the evidence of 
our ſalvation, imputed righteouſneſs the founda- 
r | 

9. Inherent righteouſneſs is our joy, imputed 
righteouſneſs our glory, Iſa. xlv. 25. 
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Anſeo, Pſal. xxiii, 4. © Yea, though I walk 


6 defire to depart and be with Chriſt, which is 
© far better,” When you die God ſhall be with. 


10, Inherent righteouſneſs is to be loved, im- 
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11. Inherent righteouſneſs is imperfect, im- 
puted righteouſneſs perfect. 
12, Inherent righteouſneſs is our qualification 
for heaven, imputed righteouſneſs our title to it. 


63 


Directions for thoſe that are under Convictions of 


Don't preſume, you are not yet come to 
ihe heavenly Canaan. 


2, Don't deſpair, you are in the way to it. 


(on iſcrence, 


. Beware of 111 company. 


4. Fear falling away, Heb. iv. 1. Preſerve a 
tender frame. | 
5. Keep up prayer. Be N in ejaculations. 
6. Don't reſt in convictions, nor duties, nor 
any thing ſhort of Chriſt. | 
7. Be much in humiliation and confeſſion. 
8. Remember to keep holy the Lord's day. 
9. Study your ſoul's caſe, and labour to get 
your hearts affected with it, and mortified to the 


World. 


- 19. Remember the great day of accounts, Eccl. 
xli. 14. 


11. 


12. Let not religion be your diverſion, but 


Prepare for, asd think not unge of 
trials, Heb. x. 32. 


your buſineſs. 


Directions to OP: from Sin. 


1. Run not into temptation, . 


&; 
. Maintain a 9 watch againſt, and fear 


of "hin, 


6 2 


3. Be- 
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3- Beware of pride and preſumption. 

4. Avoid and abhor ſlothfulneſs. 

5. Remember you ſtand by faith: your ſtrength 
is in Chriſt, look to him for i it. 


Means to gain Repentance. 


1. Sit with care, conſtancy, and confcience 
under the word of truth and goſpel of grace. 

2. Study the nature of God. 

3. Sit looſe to the world. 


.. Conſider the ſhortneſs of life, and the lim:. 


tation of the day of grace, 
Be much 1 in the buſineſs of ſelf-examination, 

2 iv. 4. Stand in awe and ſin not, com- 
„ mune with your own heart upon your bed 
„and be ſtill.” Lam iii., 40. Let us fearch 
and try our hearts, and turn again unto the 
66 Lord. 2” | 

6. Seriouſly expect approaching judgment. 

7. Think much of death and eternity. 

8. Waſh thy heart in the blood of Jeſus, and 
take every day a turn on Mount Calvary. _ 

9. Seriouſly apprehend the poſſibility, vay, 
the probability; nay, the abſolute certainty of 
a pardon through Chriſt. 

10. Sue for repentance at the hand of God: 
Say with Ephraim, Turn thou me and I ſhall be 
turned, Jr thou art the Lord my God, 225 xxxi. 18. 


Means to live at Peace. 
Nind your own buſineſs, 1 Theff. iv. 11. 


2, Rep your tongue from evil, 1 Pet. iii. 10, 
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3. Don't contend for every trifle, whether it 
be a matter of right or opinion. | 

4. If others negle@ their duty to you; be 
ſure that you perform yours to them. To ren- 
der railing for railing, is to return fin for fin, 

5. Make your enemy ſee and feel your love 
to him, Rom. X11, 20. | | 

6. Beg of God for univerſal charity. 

7. Be humble, 


8. By faith wait for the providence of God. 


* 


Means to be content. 


1. Conſider you have what God allots you; 


what his providence allows you. Your croſles 
and comforts are mixed by his hands. It is the 
will of God that thou ſhould!t be thus and thus. 
Labour then to have that dearer to thee than any 
thing in the world. | 

2, Conſider, that if you had fewer comforts, 
and more croſſes, you ought to be thanklul; for 
do you know what you have deſerved? *Tis of 


the Lord's mercy that you are not conſumed. 


3. Whatever comes, take it as from the hand 
of Cod. Aſſure yourſelf, that without his per- 
miſſion and direction it could not come. 

4. Prepare to receive the will of God, and 


look for changes and alterations in the world. 


5. Faith is another means to quiet, ſatisfy, and 
content the mind. That aſſures us, that that 


which is conſiſtent with the love of God may 


well be borne. Outward loſſes and afflictions 


are conſiſtent with the love of God. Mom the 
| Lord-loveth he chaſteneth, Reb. x11, 6. 


We are 


G 3 all 


a — 


- 


66 o Aso. N Sec. 


all ſubject to alterations; our life, health, eſtate, 
friends, families, and all we have, are liable 
to changes, Let us then*fix upon a God that 
never changes, that never fails, who is from 
everlaſting to evertaſting, Let us depend upon 
a Cod that depends upon none, 
though our houſe be not ſo with God as it hath 
been; yet, if he hath made with us an everlaſt. 
ing covenant, we have great reaſon to be content 
with all his outward dealings with us. 2 San, 
xxiii. 5, 


Means to preſerve Mercies, 


1. Be thankful for them. : 

2, Receive them as mercies not as TROY 
+ Prepare to part with them, 

4. Expect the continuance of mercies from 
God; he is the ſtrength of our life, the ſtaff of 
our bread: the breath of our noſtrils, and the 
length of our days, 


Signs of Sincerity 


| Prayer i is a Hon of Gneerity; if it be ſecret, 
Matth. vi. 6. Frequent, Acts x. 2. Fervent, Ron, 
„iii. 26. 

2, A willingneſs to be ſearched by God, Pal, 
CxxXix, 23. By the righteous, Hal, exli. 3. By 
miniſters, Acts x, 33. By conſcience, Il. Ixxvit, 
6. By the ſcripturcs, er 111, 29, 20, 21. Sin- 
cere ſouls love ſincere dealings, 

A ſenſe of fin; particularly of ſpiritual fins, 
Mark ix. 24. Rom. vil, 21. And of original fin, 


Rom, vii. 24. e pecially when it drives to Chill, 
OP, 25. 
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4. When a man ismioſt ſenſible of, and watch- 
ful againſt his own fin, his conſtitutional ſin, the 
beam in his own eye, He 
5. Univerſal tenderneſs, When a man will 
not plead for any ſin, Pfu, cxix. 128. nor quar- 
rel with any of the command ments, Pal, cxix, 
6. Acts ix. 6. 8 


6. Tis a ſign of ſincerity when a man chuſes 


affliction rather than fin, Dan. iii. 17, 18. 
7. When a man relics upon Chrilt tor ſtrength 
againſt ſin. | 
8. When a man loves God above all, and 
loves others principally for what is God-like in 
them, 
9. When a man delights in the word of God, 
19 When he makes conſcience to watch his 
heart in duty, 
11. When a man's thoughts run freely on 
heavenly things, a 5 | | 
12. When the glory of God is preferred above 
all, | | 


pe 


meeknels, 
14. A well governed tongue (for an outward 


ſign) when a man dares neither boaſt of himſelf, 


nor cenſure others, James iii. 2. Matth. x11. 36. 
15. Conſtancy in the ways of God, Fob xxvii. 
6, 10. Such a man can never be a hypocrite, 


| Short Queſtions whereby ta Rnow whether the heart 
be truly changed 


1. Hath thine heart been turned into ſorrow 


for fin ? | 5 
2. Hath thy ſorrow turned in prayer? 


13. When a man's proſeſſion is joined with 


. 
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3. Hath thy prayer turned into faith? 
4 Hath thy faith iſſued in univerſal tender. 
nels and obedience ? 


Signs of Faith. 
To thoſe that believe. 


. Chriſt is precious. 

The word is ſweet. 

Sin is bitter. 

Prayer is delightful. 

Saints are dear. a 
Religion is their buſineſs. 
The world is a broken idol. 
Death is welcome, — Or thus; 


A c i he 


e OM 


They that believe, 


Have Chriſt in their hearts; heaven in their 
eye : and the world under their feet ; God's ſpi. 
rit is their guide; God's fear is their guard; 

God's people are their companions; God's pro- 
miſes are their cordials; holineſs is their way, 
and heaven is their home. 


Signs of Love to Chrijt. 
They that love Chriſt, 
1. Love to think of him. 
2. They love to hear of him. 
3. They love to read of him. i 
0 
4. They love to ſpeak. mw him. 


* 


5. They ove the preſence of Chriſt. 


G They love the yoke of Chriſt, =. They 
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7- They love the miniſters of Chriſt. 

8. They love the name of Chriſt. 

9. They hate ſin. 

10. They are pleas'd when Chriſt is pleas'd. 
11. They are griev'd when Chriſt is griev'd. 
12. They long to be with Chriſt, 

Chriſt's will is their will; Chriſt's diſhonour 
is their affliction ; Chriſt's caule is their care; 
Chriſt's miniſters are their ſtars; Chriſt's ſaints 
are their companzons ; Chriit's day is their de- 
light; Chriſt's word is their oracle: Chriſt's 
glory is their end. 95 


Signs of the Fear of God. 


A Man then fears God, 


1. When he dares not ſin, though ſolicited 
and tempted to it, 


2. When fin is coinmag and yet he fears it. 


3. When he is afraid ot an evil thought. 

4. When he dares not fin, though he ſhould 
ſufter if he does not. 

5. When his heart is broken, and trembles 
at the word of God. \ | 

6. When he flies to Chriſt. 

7. When he is ſtudious to pleaſe God. 


Signs of true Grace, 


1. When ſelf- loving is turned into ſelf-loath- 
ing; ſelf-excuſing into ſelf-condemning; ſelf- 


admiring into ſelf-abhorring; ſelf- ſeeking into 


ſelf-denying. , ; 
2. Tis a ſign of true grace when a man ſeri- 


ouſly complains of the want of grace. 


A grace- 
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A graceleſs perſon cannot truly complain that 

he hath no grace, There is grace in that com 

plaint. 

3. When the heart is tender, and feels the 

power of an ordinance. 

4. When the foul hath an appetite Ker the 

word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 

5. When a man make a conſcience of ſccret 

prayer. 

6. When we are taken with their converſa. 

tion, and manner of life, who are moſt | oma, 

Zech. viii. 29. 

7. When we are willing to be acquainted with 
Chriſt, and reconciled to God upon any terms. 

8. When a man approves of all duties. 

9.When he defires more grace: there is grace 

in the deſire of grace, as there is fin in the de- 
Le of ſin. Nh, i. 12. Lal. Ixxxiy. 5» 
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IL. E T. TEN I. | 
To my dear Siſter, Mrs, Hannah Wyat, under 5 
| Illneſs. 125 


Dear Siſter, | 3 
Beſcech his moſt merciful Majeſty to ſend his 


] 


ſorrow upon ſorrow !——O, if it were his will 
o reſtore you for his glory, and the goes of 
many!—And who can tell, but by this affliction 
he is fitting you for future ſervice? And that 
Ihe prayers of your many affectiouate and faith- 
Tul friends may be a means of your recovery? 
Which I hope, through the thankſgiving of 
| many, 


H AP 


word and heal you! That we may not have 
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is to eye and engage his continual aſſiſtance: 
| | | ; and 


52 REVEREND MR, JOHN MASON, 


many, will redound to the praiſe and glory of 
God.——But I believe, it is not recovery you 
wiſh for, any farther than as it will be a mani- 
feſtation of God's pleaſure, and an opportunity 
of ſerving him; it is not that you ſo much de- 
fire, as to depart and to be with Chriſt, which 
is indeed far better, | LES 
My dear Siſter, What thanks can we render un- 
to God who hath viſited us with peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, through our dear Redeem- 
er? and hath given us that communion with 
him here, which is a pledge of our joint com- 
munion with him in everlaſting glory? Certain- 
ly you cannot but remember ſome Bethels and 
Chebars, where the Lord hath met you and 


owned you; ſome promiſes which have been 


made your own; and ſometimes of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord. Bleſſed be God 
that you have a witneſs in yourſelf; an eternal 
evidence, an inward fight and taſte that the Lord 
is gracious. : 

The Lord hath. acquainted you with that which 
is the very ſum and ſubſtance of the goſpel, viz. 
That Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners: 
that a Chriſtian's thank fulneis flows from faith 
in the promiſes: that ſelf-denial muſt run thro? 
the whole courſe of this life, as the warp through 
the woof ; and that Chriſt is a Chriſtian's life, 
peace, hope, and ſecurity : whilſt he lives we 
are in ſafety: 

Whilſt God is merciful and true, 
We are both ſafe and happy too: 


That a Chriſtian's important and daily duty 
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2nd that our recovery from daily infirmities 
muſt be by a daily recourſe to this ever-living, 
ever-loving, ever-pleading Advocate. | 

You know alſo, that ſubmiſſion to the will 


of God, is a vielding to thoſe methods whereby 
'- he is dat 


ing us to eternal happineſs and 
glory; and that every dram. of affliction is or- 
dered us by the love of our ever- gracious and all- 
merciful Father. — Bow then to his ſoterezgnty, 
and. believe his grace: you are in a happy hand; 
in happy circumſtances; all the paths of God are 
mercy and truth to you. Infinite and im- 
mortal thanks are due to our ever-bleſſed Fa- 
ther, redeemer, and comforter. The Lord be 
with your ſpirit!—Grace and peace be with you 
Amen.,—I remain 
Pour affectionate and 8 
moſt obliged Brother in the Lord, 
CON | Jon Magsox. 
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To my dear Friend Mrs. Mary Holmes. 

Dear Friend, 
O That you might live in the Lord's ſight!— 

If I knew the preſent ſtate of your heart, 

I could better tell what to write to you, Ho- 
2 1 ſhall ſet down ſome thing s for your com- 
ort. 


Do you not ſay that you are left of God, and is 


there no hope for you: I tell you there is mercy 
| cnough 
H 
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cnough in God, merits enough in Chriſt, power 
enough in the ſpirit, room enough in heaven, 
and ſcope in the promiſes for you. 

Do not ſay that you are a reprobate, and a 
caſt-a way, it is a fin to think ſo; every one is 
bound to hope that he is elected; and in virtue 
of that hope, to ſtrive to make his calling and 
election ſure. © The Lord is good to them that 
wait ſor him, and to the ſoul that ſeeketh him, 
Lam. iii. 25. There will be doubts and fears, 
but we muſt not cheriſh them. We muſt not 
queſtion God's ability to ſave; for he can do all 
things: nor muſt we queſtion his willingneſs to 
fave; for he hath ſent his own Son into the 
world to ſave us. — Say to thyſelf, He hath made 
me willing to be ſaved, and is he not willing 
to fave me? Alas! my tender mercies are cruel- 
ties in reipett of his compaſſions? We cannot 
be ſo willing to confeſs fin, as he 1s to pardon 
it. We cannot deſire to be ſaved, ſo much as 
he delights to fave. _ None ever truſted him, but 
they found him a good God. 

Therefore, my dear friend, have honourable 
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{cli from thee for a moment, yet lift up thy 
Heart to him, and wait for him; in his own 
time he will make himſelf known unto you; he 
will be your own God, for your own dear Sa- 
viour's ſake. | 

Perhaps you fit in darkneſs; but the Lord will 
be your light. It is darkeſt a little before the 
break of day; Light is ſworn for the righteous, 
and joy for the upright in heart: and it will 
ſpring up. Behold, the huſband man waits for 


the precious fruits of the earth,. Be patient * 
i an 
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and walt for God in the uſe of all his means, and 
the good hour will come. | 

Perhaps you find a coldneſs and deadneſs of 
heart, and complain that you cannot ſerve God 
with life and affe ction. This is a complaint of 
many of God's dear children. But we muſt do 
what wexcan, we mult be reading, hearing, 
praying, waiting upon God in his own way, 
and he will give us his quickening ſpirit, 

The world will reproach us; but 1t reproach- 
ed Chriſt before us. We mult be willing to fol- 
low a ſuffering Saviour in a ſuffering way, What- 
ever men ſay againſt us, they muſt anſwer for 
it, not we. Only let our converſation be ſuch 
as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt. Let us give 
no occahon to his enemies to blaſpheme his 
name. And he that ſuffered ſo much for us, 
O! let him not fuffer by us. | ? 

We muit take our rules of living from the 
word, and not from the world. And the Lord 


en us in bis bleſſed ways!——And to confiim 
our obedience and patience, let us remember, 
that the Lord is coming, and his reward 1s with 
him : he is coming to receive us to himſelf, that 
where he is we may be alſo. . | 

And as for the things of this life, the ſam: 
love that provided a Saviour for thee, will pro- 
vide all neceſſary temporal bleſſings for thee : 
thy heavenly Father, who knows what 1s beſt 
for thee, will chule thine inheritance; therefore 
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your care upon him who careth for you, Leave 
yourſelf with him, for he is love, 1 Fohn 
5 „ iv. 
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iv. 8, Commit your whole ſelf, ſoul and body, 
into the hands of his infinite love. 

Now the Lord of his infinite mercy put his 
fpirit into this dead letter, for the quickening 
2 foul; and I beſcech him to make it ef- 


to God, and tne word of his grace, and reſt 


Your faithful Friend, 


LEFT VI. 


To my dear Siſter, Mrs. Margaret Holmes, 
Dear Siſter, 


AY theſe lines find you well and happy 

I joy in the thoughts, that your foul is 
ſecured in the hands of Chriſt, and that in this 
life you are as happy as content itfelt can make 
' you.---Who hath the largeſt ſhare of external 


vanity? Indeed, the ſureſt experience of the 
world's emptineſs ariſeth from a taſte of Chriſt's 
fulneſs. Though there be nothing but dilzp- 
pointments in the world to them that make it 
their idol, yet it will be flavithly purſu'd and 
crav'd by them, becauſe they know no better 
. things; '& the infatuated idolater hath not the 


my right hand? 3 bief 


ectual for your eternal good. —I commrnd you. 


Joun Mason,. 


comforts, but he who belicves this world 1s , 


ſenſe to ſay within himſelf, Is there not a lie in 
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O bleſſed be God, who hath engaged your 
heart for himſelf; in the ſtrength of Chriſt, fol- 
low on to know him, How ſhonld the way 
of ſpiritual thrift be valued and improved by 
thoſe who are taught of God, where+their mon 
and eternal intereſt lies? Where every ſuper- 
added degree of favour in religion doth at once 
increaſe the ſtock in the heart, and the bank that 
is laid up in heaven, Tis a proviſion of ſpikes 
nard, and precious ointment, againſt our fune- _ 
ral.—Let us call thoſe our golden ours that are 
ſpent with God, 

I ſhould now at large commend to you that 
excellent duty of ſelf-examination, but that it hath 
been effectually preſſed upon you by a dear ſaint 


now in heaven. Nor have I cauſe to doubt, but 


as her memory, ſo her counſels are inviolably 


preſerv'd in the moſt inward rooms of your 
heart, — Accept the hearty reſpects of me and 
mine moſt ardently defiring for you all the 
bleſſings that were purchaſed by the molt valu- 
able blood of the Son of God. I remain in him, b 


Dear Siſter, 
Your maſt affeionate Brother, 
Joun MasoN... 
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LETTER AI, 
To the ſame. 


My dear Sifter, 
J Preſeive carefully my ancient reſpe&s,— 


Though I have been long filent I am your 
orator before the higheſt throne, and do carneſt- 


Jeſus, and in lively communion with him, which 
is the moſt comſortable thing in the world. — 
Alas! we are leſs than nothing, worſe than no- 
thing. Chriſt is all — May he be ſo to us !—Let 
us glorify him more by relying upon his ſati{- 
fation and merits, for all that we can do or ful. 
fer cannot atone for the Jeaſt of our fins. 
»Tis the ſelf-emptied. heart, and begger's hand 
that muſt receive this infinite gift of God—Tke 
woman of Canaan is our pattern — $* True, 
Lord, I am no better than a dog, but there 
©& are crumbs for dogs. I am as bad as ſin can 
© make me, and deſerve to be as miſerable as 
e hell can make me; but, Lord I am not fo 
bad as thou art good; I am not ſo miſerable 
as thou art merci{u].**— 
O, my dear ſiſter, I defire that you may now 
l;ve by faith, and breathe by Prayer; that vou 
may ſinally dwell above, Where Chriſt fitteth 
at the right hand of God.---The Lord ſpiritual- 
ize our ſouls, and quicken us according to his 
Hing kindness. We long to ſee you. 
Farewell in Chriſt. | | 

| © Your affeftionate Brother, 

5 Jon MAsox. 
"op | LE T- 
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IL ET T ER v. 
To the ſame. 


My dear Siſter, 3 | 
ou are dearly remembered by us ; though 


we ſeldom converſe perſonally, or by let- 
ters, our hearty prayers are for you at the throne 


of grace. I hope we ſhall meet together hefore 


the throne of glory. I hope I need not ſuggeſt 
the argutnents of comfort to you, who know 


what it is to enjoy the preſence of God on earth, 


and are therefore prepared to enjoy the preſence 
of Chriſt in heaven, Doubtleſs the Lord is 
our father; though our earthly parents de 1g- 
norant of us. 1 commend you to him through 


Chriſt.---Let us hope in the Lord, who is Al- 


mighty and moſt merciful.---The Lord abound 
in his mercy to you! May he be a ſun to direct 
you, a ſhield to protect you, a portion to ſuſtain 
you, and a God to fave you! | 


O, that we may hear the rod! which ſaith... 


Sin no more; get an intereſt in Chriſt ; prize 
time, and prepare to meet your God; that we 
may inwardly hear the voice of the rod, whilſt 
we outwardly feel the ſmart of it!---I beſeech 


the Lord to proſper you every way; to watch over 


you; and to rejoice 'over you, to do you good; 
to ſweeten your life with his love, and to fit 
ou for his whole pleaſure.---No more, but all 
hots reſpetts to you, and that I am 


Fours, in our deareſt Redeemer, 


. 
* 


Joux MAsox- 
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E RE r TEN VI. 
Te. Mrs. Elizabeth Glover. 
My dear Friend in Chriſt; 


And how ſad 


we have molt need of it: 


4 a thing is it, that. when we have moſt need of 
= the Lord's preſence and help, we ſhould then 
1 eſpecially grieve him with our doubts and dif- 


truſts? However, we have this to comfort ue, 
that where the Lord ſeeth faith in ſincerity, he 
will pardon its infirmity. But O! when thall 
we believe againſt ſenſe, and hope againit hope? 
When ſhall we give all glory to God by ground- 

ing upon his word, when we want preſent ex- 
perience and feeling? ſaying, _ 


The glory of ny glory ſill hall be 
To give all glory and myſe!f to Nee. 


When ſhall we attain to that excellent frame 
of belicving which the church was in, Mc. vii. 
8, 9. © Rejoice not againſt me, O mine enemy; 
& when I fall I ſhall ariſe; when I fit in dark- 
„ neſs the Lord ſhall be a light unto me. I 
will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe 
“] have ſinned againſt him, until he plead my 
e cauſe, and execute judgment for me. He will 
bring me forth to the light, and I ſhall be- 
% hold his righteouſneſs??? | 

But though we have not attained ſo far, let 


us bleſs God for any meaſure of faith, one 
. grain 


OW hard a thing is it to exerciſe faith when 
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grain whereof excelleth all the riches in the 


world. — And let us take heed of falling into ſin. 


To lie under the hidings of God's face is a great 
affliction; but to lie under a ſenſe of his diſplea- 


ture is a greater. There is no evil ſo great as fin. 


Let us flee from error and temptation ; avoid ill 
company, which will eicher taint us, or grieve 
us; be jealous over own ſpirits ; hate preſump- 


tion and careleſſneſs, and be much in humble 
prayer, and holy fear. I am 


Your fincere Friend, 
1 Joux MaAsox- 


th. _— 4 
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L ENT EX VII. 
To tie fame, 


My dear Friend in our deareſt Lord Jeſus, 
FE Lord hath ſaid, I will never ſail you 
nor forſake you. He will not turn away 
ſrom doing you good; but he will put his fear 
into your inward parts, that you ſhall never de- 
art from him. Having theſe promiſes, let us 
ſtand faſt, holding faith and a good conſcience. 
—Let us allow God to be infinitely wiſer than 
ourſclves, and maintain honourable thoughts of 
his Majeſty and mercy; for as is his Majeſty, ſo 
is his mercy. Let us bow to his ſovereignty, 
- ws believe his grace. There are crumbs for 
ogs; gifts for rebels; and compaſhon for ſin- 
i | ners 


| 
| 
| 
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ners---The Lozd increaſe our hope, encourage 
our faith, and enflame our love, and perfect that 
which concerns us! As we have hed joint 
communion with our good. God en eargh, I 
truſt it ſhall be perfected in glory,——To ever- 
laſting glory is my dear iter Wyat and my dear 
brother Peter Helmes lately gone. The Lord, 
who'(I truſt) had fitted them-tor himſeif, fit us 
allo !---O! blefſcd be God, for good hope thro? 
grace! Pray for me, that I may ſtand faſt 
in the Lord. 
reſpe& to you, and commending you to infinite 
and eternal mercy in Chriſt, I reſt in him, 


Your faithful 3s 
and affectionate Friend, 
| Jonnx MasoN. 


Poſtſerift. 
Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in 


God, Sc. 

Truſt in the Lord and do good. 

Look unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher of 
your ſaith, | = 

Surely there is an end, and. thine expectation 
ſhall not be cut Off. 8 | 

It is but a little While ard he that ſhall come, 
will come, and will not tary, 
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L'E T TER VIII. 

Dear Friend in Chriſt, 
1 Long to hcar of the ſtate of your ſoul. O 7ay 
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and lively faith, , He is an able, willing, only 
Saviour; the ſoul's reſting-place, the ſoul's 
dwelling-place, the ſoul's hiding- place: O that 
you may be hid in him now, that you may be 
found in him at laſt. Sin muſt drive us to him, 
not from him. We need him infinitely. We 
are, like Peter, ſinking into the water : Save, 
Lord; or we periſh! Chriſt, or hell muſt be 
our portion for ever. Chriſt is our only ark, to 
fave us from periſhing. Every foul will be un- 
cas'd, ere it be long; and then it will appear 


| whether they ever ſeriouſly applied themſelves 
to Chriſt. There is no condemnation to them 


that are in Chriſt Jefus. Nothing but condem- 
nation to them that are out of him. Faith 
This conſiſts in ſelf-denial, 
and ſelf-reſignation. We muſt ſee our fins, ſo 


| far as to abhor ourſelves: abhor ourſelves, fo far 
as to deny ourſelves; deny ourſelves, ſo far as 


to reſign ourſelves up into the ſaving arms of an 


only Saviour. They that do this; are pardoned, 
ſanctified, ſaved for ever. 


Nov let me intreat you to aſk your own heart 


| ſome queſtions. 


1. Hath fin been laid to my heart? hath it 
been my greateſt burden ? eg 

2. Have I confeſſed my particular fins, and 
the ſinfulneſs of my nature, with ſorrow ? 

3. Have I been forced to make my appeal 
to Chriſt, knowing that I am loſt for ever, un- 
leſs he freely ſave me? Have I cried for a Chriſt, 
as a condemned man for a pardon? _ | 

4. Do I believe he is able and willing to fave 


me? Do I believe that he that ſpread his arms 
on the croſs to die for me, ſpreads his arms 


now 
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now in the goſpel, and in heaven, to ſave me? 
Have I pleaded his promiſes? O what a pre- 
cious promiſe is that, John vi. 37. Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out! 

5 Have I had joy and peace in believing? 
Hath Chriſt, relied on, calm'd and quieted my 
poor troubled afflicted foul? ; 

6. Do I love Chriſt, more than riches, ho- 
nours, pleaſures? Do J love all his ordinances? 
Do [I love all his ſaints. 

7. Do I hate fin in itſelf? Do I hate fin in 
myſelt? Do I hate every fin? every falſe way? 

8. Do I unfeignedly, intirely yield up myſelf 
to the ſervice of my Saviour ? 

If your heart anſwers to theſe queſtions, hap- 
py, happy are you, that ever you were born. 

my friend, I commend you to Chriſt. The 
Lord follow you with the motions of his ſp1- 
rit ; that you may follow him with continual 
ſupplications in the ſpirit! That, of the fulneſs 
of Chriſt, you may receive grace for grace.— 
The peace of God, and the God of peace be 
with you, With mine and my ſiſter's love, de- 
ſiring your prayers, I reſt | 


Your affefionate Friend in Chriſt, 
Joun MasoN, 
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